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LAWO represents individuals and groups of
people living in poverty in civil (non-criminal)
legal matters. We are committed to
protecting the rights of people with much at
stake and nowhere else to turn. Through
litigation and other forms of advocacy, we
prevent homelessness, domestic abuse, and
financial loss. We improve opportunities for
education, housing, employment, and access
to health care and public benefits for people
living in poverty in 32 counties in western
Ohio, and agricultural workers throughout
Ohio. Every day, we work to address the root
causes of poverty by seeking systemic
solutions.

Without legal aid, tens of thousands of
people would go without legal help when
they need it.
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MOVING FORWARD WITH JUSTICE AND INNOVATION

On behalf of Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc., I am pleased to share our Annual Report
for 2022. The past year was one of transition and progress as we began to operate in a
post-pandemic world. This meant making significant changes to improve the client
experience across our 32-county service area and in our state-wide services to
agricultural workers, as well as developing thoughtful and innovative ways to
accommodate staff as they navigated a hybrid work environment. 

Reestablishing face-to-face communications was crucial in helping LAWO move
forward with our mission of serving the civil legal needs of low-income households.
Through a concentrated effort to provide more in-person outreach and legal assistance,
we saw a significant increase in our client numbers in 2022. Additionally, we were able
to build stronger relationships and collaborate more effectively with community
partners to address the varied needs of our clients and communities by meeting in
person. Examples of this included our SAFE Project (Safety and Accessibility for
Everyone) assessments with Bethany House in northwest Ohio, and our collaboration
with Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) and HUD in expanding our housing
services to rural communities outside of Montgomery County.

Transitioning out of the pandemic brought more staff members back into our offices
on a regular basis. To accommodate employees from the various places where they
conduct their work, we sought to improve our use of technology. Projects included the
implementation of our new intranet site, and the beginning stages of introducing
LegalServer as our new case management system and NetDocuments as our
document management system.

LAWO went through a rebranding in 2022. Our new logo and branding assets reflect
our commitment to people, community, and diversity.

Also in 2022, LAWO conducted a Community Legal Needs Assessment with our
partner, the Center for Community Solutions.  An assessment was sent to hundreds of
people living in poverty asking them about their legal needs, their experiences in
accessing help, and the resources (or lack thereof) available to them. We also created a
survey for our community partners to complete, asking them to weigh in on some of
the common requests, services, and gaps in assistance for our community members
living in poverty, and conducted focus groups and individual interviews. The results
from the assessment will guide our mission and focus over the next several years.

Please review the full scope of our growth in 2022 in this Annual Report—all of it made
possible because of generous donors like you.

WELCOME MESSAGEWELCOME MESSAGEWELCOME MESSAGE
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PRACTICE GROUP MILESTONESPRACTICE GROUP MILESTONESPRACTICE GROUP MILESTONES

Learn about some of the programs
and services that LAWO’s focused
practice groups worked on in 2022.

Agricultural Workers and Outreach
LAWO conducts extensive outreach to
the agricultural worker population and
provides legal assistance to clients
identified through outreach activities. In
2022, COVID-19 continued to create
outreach-related challenges as we
sought to reach as many agricultural
workers as possible while maintaining
staff safety. We provided workers with a
“Legal Bag” containing numerous
educational tools and collaborated with
Justice for Migrant Women to provide
items such as masks, disinfectants,
toiletries, and hygiene items. In 2022,
LAWO visited 261 agricultural camps in
48 of the 64 counties identified as having
seasonal and migrant farmworkers. The
outreach staff visited 706 housing units;
reached 3074 workers; distributed 2507
harvest calendars, which include
summaries of laws pertaining to
employment, domestic violence,
education, field sanitation, housing, and
immigration; distributed 2299 work
record books, which provide agricultural
workers with a means of documenting
the dates and hours of employment and
their wages received; and distributed
2366 heat stress handouts. We also
distributed 2346 COVID-19 CDC
Factsheets in Spanish and English.
Additional outreach was conducted at
area restaurants and agencies.

Empowering Older Adults
LAWO’s Access to Justice Practice Group
and Senior Project continued to
collaborate to provide legal services to
older adults in 2022. We successfully
represented this population in consumer
debt collection cases, bankruptcy cases to
protect income or a home, housing
conditions and housing preservation cases,
and health care and public benefits cases.
Outcomes included reduction or
elimination of debt; relief from creditor
harassment; income and asset
preservation; housing stability; health care
assistance, and income maintenance.

Through our Plan Ahead and Protect
Yourself Legal Series, older adults
participated in free legal education classes
and clinics that helped them achieve
peace of mind through the completion of
advance directives and other planning
documents. These services made it
possible for our clients to remain in their
homes and neighborhoods, living
independent and autonomous lives for as
long as possible. 

To address the growing challenge of elder
abuse, and increase the help available,
LAWO offered free Legal Needs Check-
Ups for older adults ages 60+ in our service
area. The Check-Ups were available
throughout the month of June (Elder
Abuse Awareness Month) as a telephone-
based service through our central intake
unit, Legal Aid Line. The Legal Needs
Check-Up consisted of approximately 15
questions that helped identify whether the
caller had legal issues that we or one of our
partners could assist with. 



PRACTICE GROUP MILESTONESPRACTICE GROUP MILESTONESPRACTICE GROUP MILESTONES
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Housing Justice and Community
Economic Development
In 2022, LAWO greatly expanded our
housing advocacy in the City of Toledo.
Toledo City Council passed a Right to
Counsel in Eviction Proceedings
ordinance (RTC) in 2021, providing
$250,000 in funding for the first year of
the project. In 2022, we hired two
attorneys to provide representation for
tenants under the RTC Project. RTC staff
assisted clients in 227 eviction cases in
the Toledo Municipal Court in 2022,
providing comprehensive representation
in 210 cases. Advocates closed 139 cases,
preventing an eviction in 62 cases and
delaying an eviction in 60 cases. In total,
88% of households who received
representation were able to avoid an
eviction or an involuntary move. RTC
attorneys also helped clients seal their
eviction records in 46 cases. 

LAWO attorneys also worked closely with
community partners in 2022 to ensure
that they reached the hardest to serve
clients, and to provide referrals for
matters outside our legal skillset. LAWO,
along with our community partners and
under the direction of the Toledo Lucas
County Homelessness Board, formed the
Eviction Prevention League. Under the
newly signed Memorandum of
Understanding, this group meets
regularly to discuss the big picture and
individual needs in the local
homelessness and housing landscape.

Pro Bono Representation
After creating a virtual training video and
written materials in 2021, LAWO’s Pro Bono
Program and the Toledo Bar Association
Pro Bono Legal Services Program
continued to use those resources to
support pro bono attorneys in helping
clients seal their criminal records. The
materials incorporated new statutory
changes and included informational
sheets and a process by which all
volunteer attorneys can easily access
criminal records and check for eligibility. 

Additionally, our Pro Bono Program
collaborated with law firms and justice
community partners throughout our 32-
county service area to host a variety of pro
se clinics on family law, domestic violence,
and driver’s license reinstatements. We
also partnered with the Ohio Access to
Justice Foundation’s Justice Bus to
provide mobile clinic services to reach
vulnerable populations in our rural
counties.

Safety & Stability for Domestic Violence
Survivors
LAWO remained engaged in two
innovative projects to meet the needs of
domestic violence survivors: the SAFE
(Safety & Accessibility For Everyone)
Project and the Justice for Families Project
in Lucas County.

Women with disabilities are uniquely
vulnerable to all forms of gender-based
violence and experience higher rates of
victimization than women without
disabilities. Shelters and other systems-
based supports are often physically or
procedurally inaccessible. 

(Con't)
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Additionally, culturally competent
services are non-existent, making it even
more difficult for survivors of color to get
help.

In 2022, the SAFE Project finalized and
began to implement a strategic plan
based on a needs assessment conducted
in 2021. The assessment identified six key
findings and fifteen strategic plan
activities that will be implemented at all
partner agencies over the next year.
Implementation of each activity will
make SAFE partner agencies better
equipped to provide safe and appropriate
services to survivors with disabilities. 

Additionally, LAWO and its partners, The
Lucas County Court Juvenile Court, the
Children’s Rights Collaborative, and
Bethany House, began to implement a
DOJ grant to enhance services to
domestic violence survivors involved in
the Juvenile court system in Lucas
County. The Justice for Families Project
uses a specialized intake center at the
juvenile court to screen for domestic
violence and prioritizes representing
parents experiencing domestic violence
to increase safety and stability for
families.

A multi-disciplinary team meets twice a
month to review cases and create
individualized action plans for survivors
and their families. The action plans
ensure survivors receive wrap-around
services that address the unique safety
issues of survivors and their families
when they are involved in the juvenile
court system.

In 2022, LAWO continued to collaborate
with rural Victim Assistance Programs and
other domestic violence advocates to
increase our representation of survivors in
our rural areas. The advocates referred
many victims to LAWO for continued legal
representation. LAWO received referrals
for representation for victims in domestic
violence civil protection order cases,
stalking civil protection order cases,
sexually oriented offense cases, juvenile
protection order cases, divorce cases, and
contested custody cases. LAWO also aided
in other areas of law, such as survivors
‘rights and housing.

In the rural counties covered by LAWO’s
Sandusky office, we focused on both direct
representation of domestic violence
survivors and systemic change to improve
the opportunities for domestic violence
survivors throughout our service areas.
Examples of our systemic work included
active involvement with the rural county
domestic violence task forces, training
nurses at local hospitals to document
suspected domestic violence in patient
records, and working with the courts to
make sure survivors who appear in court
are directed to the resources available in
Sandusky County and regionally. For
example, the court in Richland County
attempted to use a single interpreter
when both parties were Deaf. We entered
an appearance for the survivor and
educated the court on the need for an
interpreter for each Deaf party. The court
then made the policy change resolving the  
issue for future cases involving Deaf
parties. At the same time, we also enabled
our client to obtain a civil protection order
to stop the domestic violence.
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(Con't)

Veterans

LAWO expanded its services to veterans
in 2022. We signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with a veteran-serving
organization in the Defiance area and
with another based in Fremont. With
these two additions, LAWO has signed
Memorandums of Understanding with
four veteran-serving organizations that
cover much of our service area. We
maintained relationships with other
veteran-serving organizations and
veteran interest groups, and regularly
met with veteran-serving organizations
to provide staff training and consultation
to identify and address the unique legal
issues most common to veterans. LAWO
successfully represented veterans in the
areas of housing, debt collection,
benefits, family law, and others to prevent
homelessness and improve stability.
Outcomes include evictions prevented,
SSI benefits maintained, name change
achieved, civil protection order
assistance, and others. We represented
179 veterans in 2022.
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IMPACTIMPACTIMPACT

Neveah Prevails in Subleasing Eviction Case

STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY

Neveah* had been subleasing her apartment from her friend Christy* and was paying
her portion of the rent directly to Christy. She never had any reason to doubt that
Christy was paying the rent in a timely manner to the landlord. When Christy decided
to move out, Neveah contacted the landlord to ask for a written lease and said that she
would be willing to pay the full rent amount. In response, the landlord filed an eviction
action against her.

Neveah called LAWO’s Legal Aid Line and
was assigned a legal aid housing attorney
with experience in eviction cases. Neveah’s
attorney was able to negotiate for time for
her to move out. The landlord was suing
both Neveah and Christy for the back rent,
plus other monetary damages. However,
LAWO argued that Neveah should be
dismissed from the lawsuit, noting that
she could not be held to the terms of a
lease that she never agreed to. The judge
found in favor of Neveah.

Neveah was relieved that she did not have
a judgment against her, which could have
hurt her credit score and led to her wages
being garnished.

*Names changed for privacy.
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RECORD OF SERVICERECORD OF SERVICERECORD OF SERVICE

1,456

4,850

4,701 Cases Closed

1,307

Cases Opened

6,157

14,281

12,550

$5,080,073* Total Monetary
Awards for Clients

10

Total cases
worked On

Cases Remaining
Open

Approximately 14,281 people were helped by LAWO legal staff and paralegals in
2022. Countless others received help through materials and information that
appear on our websites, pro bono legal assistance clinics, legal presentations, and
continuing legal education trainings for lawyers. Our staff also visited homeless and
domestic violence shelters, senior centers, health clinics, nursing homes, and
agricultural labor camps to make people aware of their legal rights.

Cases Carried Over
from Previous Period

Individuals Helped

Requests for
Legal Assistance (81 applications carried

over from previous period)

Monthly Awards Times 36 Months

Total of Lump Sum and Annual Awards

Total Monetary Awards

$1,234,991

$3,845,082
 
 

$5,080,073

2022



OPERATING REVENUE & EXPENSESOPERATING REVENUE & EXPENSESOPERATING REVENUE & EXPENSES

2022 LAWO Operating Revenues and Expenses

Support and Revenue

  Grants and Contracts 1,947,937.00

  LSC 4,837,348.00

  OAJF 740,042.00

  Fundraising and Special Events 40,104.00

  Other Revenue 102,109.00

Sub-Total  7,667,540.00

  Transfer from Reserves 76,216.00

Total 7,743,756.00

Expenses 

  Compensation and Benefits 5,686,434.00

  Operating Costs 1,008,395.00

  Contracted Services 931,084.00

  Travel, Support and Training 87,546.00

  Other Expenses 30,297.00

Total 7,743,756.00

This report is related to LAWO’s operations budget and
does not include revenue or expenses related to
depreciation.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEESBOARD OF TRUSTEESBOARD OF TRUSTEES

President
Thomas J. Schaffer
Attorney 
Schaffer & Associates, LPA
Toledo

Vice-President
Khadijah H. Ali
Client Representative &
Community Advocate 
Dayton

Vice-President
Jonathan Hollingsworth 
Attorney
Hollingsworth &
Washington, LLC
Centerville
 
Secretary
Nathan D. Turner
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Holland

Treasurer
Brandon E. Dobyns
Attorney 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP
Dayton

Sheena Barnes 
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo
 
Catherine Bitwayiki
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Dayton

Robert M. Curry
Attorney
Thompson Hine, LLP
Dayton

Rebecca (Becky) Fahim
Attorney
Marathon Petroleum
Corporation
Findlay

Twila R. Ferguson
Attorney
Toledo

Jordan Jennings
Attorney
Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP
Dayton

Thomas J. Lucente, Jr.
Attorney
The Hearn Law Office
Wapakoneta

Barry F. Luse
Attorney, Retired
Fremont

Eve Mitro
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Sidney

Leslie Murray
Attorney
Leslie Murray Law
Huron

Victor H. Perez
Attorney
Seneca Co. Dept. of Job and
Family Services
Tiffin

Lindsey Posey
Attorney
Office of Disability
Adjudication
Dayton

Cassandra Andres Rice
Attorney
Foos & Lentz, LLP
Dayton

Robert Salem
Attorney
University of Toledo,
College of Law
Toledo

Pamela Sullivan
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo

Robert Tucker
Attorney
Robinson, Curphey &
O’Connell, LLC
Toledo

Carasusana (Cara) Wall
Attorney
Zoll & Krantz, LLC
Toledo

Ethel Washington-Harris
Community Advocate
Dayton

Kathryn A. Watson
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Toledo

Shunta Weatherspoon
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
San Antonio, TX

Molly Williams
Client Representative &
Community Advocate
Yellow Springs

Mechelle Zarou
Attorney
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP
Toledo

John F. Hall
Attorney (Emeritus)
Perrysburg

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney (Emeritus)
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Toledo

James Stahler
Social Worker (Emeritus)
Plano, TX
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Roberta S. Fay
Scott Forsman
Jordan Foster
Vincent Foulk
Joanna V. Garcia
Jennifer S. Getty
Helen Geyer
Joanna Gisel
Matthew Gottschall
Dalma Grandjean
Sarah Gregg
Michele L. Gregory
Toby R. Grytafey
Tom Hahn
John Hardisky
Sean H. Harmon
William M. Harrelson
Randal A. Harvey
Summer D. Hawks
Zachary S. Heck
Bransen Henderson
Nora Hendrickson
Kelly A. Henrici
John P. Hilgeman
Jonathan Hilton
Stanley A. Hirtle
Katie Holman
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2022 Pro Bono Partners

Thomas Adam
Ryan N. Agee
Jennifer Babak
Christina J. Back
Johnathan Balcerzak
Matthew J. Barbato
Seth E. Barefoot
Kerri Barton
Martin A. Beyer
Amy R. Blair
Jennifer Bock
Karen D. Bradley
Michael Briley
Jennifer L. Brogan
Jennifer N. Brown
Matthew G. Bruce
Jennifer Brumby
Corey Bushle
James L. Butler, Jr.
Patricia Campbell
Julius Carter
Elizabeth M. Chinault
Jennifer Ciszewski
Jaden Cleland
Alicia Coleman
Misty M. Connors

Christopher F. Cowan
Clayton J. Crates
Thomas P. Croskey
F.A. Crossman
Kristina Curry
Douglas A. Daley
Remington Daniel
Ebony D. Davenport
Lauren E. Davenport
Nicolas L. Davis
Steven J. Davis
Lindsey K. Deck
Jennifer Delaplane
Kent Depoorter
Keara R. Dever
Andria Dorsten Ebert
Daryl R. Douple
Conner Dowd
Trisha M. Duff
Melissa Duke Jones
Aaron G. Durden
Angela M. Elliott
Mark Engling
Lawrence English
Lauren Epperley
Lorena Esparza

More than 3,000 hours of legal services were donated by volunteer attorneys who
handled cases in 2022. Nearly 200 volunteers engaged in pro bono legal assistance
through our pro bono program and our pro bono partnerships with the Greater
Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono
Legal Services Program. With their assistance, we expanded the legal services
provided by LAWO attorneys.

2022



Daniel R. Michel
Dominique Michel
Karen S. Miller
Peter Miller
Kelsey J. Mincheff
Matthew M. Mitchell
Callum S. Morris
Robert Mues
Robert Mumma
John Musto
Gabrielle R. Neal
Todd Newmister
James F. Nooney
Karen Novak
Jason Nye
Ilya Polyakov
Clayton J. Prickett
Kristina M. Rainer
Cassandra A. Rice
Meghan Richmond
Enrique Rivera-Cerezo
Nancy A. Roberson
Paul B. Roderer
Charles J. Roedersheimer
Nida Salahuddin-Mohler
Jessica E. Salisbury
Emily Samlow
David Savage
Zion Savory
Michael J. Scarpelli
Alan Schaeffer
Brooke A. Schleben
Benjamin Schnier
Kelly M. Schroeder
Tiffany R. Schwartz
Amy Scruggs
Sue Seeberger
Nicholas Seger
Anna Self
Jeffrey S. Senney
Todd D. Severt
R. Anne Shale
Francis Sheard

Jessica L. Holton
Elizabeth Hudson
John C. Huffman
Francisco A. Irizarry
Jacob M. Jeffries
Kara Jennings
Katherine Jones
John Juergens
Michael J. Jurek
C.B. Kelley
Laurel Kendall
Thomas W. Kendo
Paul Kendrick
Kelsey Kennedy
John F. Kennel
Jamar King
Scott A. King
Tami L. Kirby
Stephen E. Klein
Channing Kordik
James G. Kordik
Patricia Kovacs
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Judy LaMusga
John Leahy
Adam Lefeld
Scott A. Liberman
Kermit F. Lowery
Michelle M. Macioroswski
Deborah L. Mack
Diane E. MacLeod
Stephen J. Malkiewicz
Thomas J. Manning
David Martin
Patrick Matheny
Craig T. Matthews
Jason P. Matthews
Kevin McCarthy
Sean P. McCormick
Patrick McGrath
William J. McGraw
Frank Meder
Kaitlyn Meeks

Sara J. Sherick
Melissa R. Sherrick
Devin Shinkle
Charles W. Slicer
Wilson A. Smith
Robert N. Snyder
Matthew Sorg
Mary K. Soter
Eli T. Sperry
David E. Stenson
Matthew D. Stokely
Adam C. Stone
Jonathan Sutermeister
Lester R. Thompson
Ira H. Thomsen
Sabra Tomb
Bryan Tschanz
Peter R. Van Arsdel
T. Andrew Vollmar
Richard H. Wallace
Adam R. Webber
Cathy Weithman
Cynthia L. Westwood
Merle F. Wilberding
Jane Williamson
Katie Wright
Macy Zachary
Andrew J. Zeigler
William R. Zimmerman
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VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS

Macy Zachary

Todd Newmister

Paul Kendrick
Crystal Lynch
Amy Scruggs

LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS:
Ohio Northern University Petit
College of Law

University of Oregon School of Law

University of Toledo College of Law 

Kaitlyn Diggins
Shaunassy White

Lisa Leis

Kerri Barton

PARALEGALS AND OTHER INTERNS:

High School Students

LAWO Former Employee

Sinclair Community College
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IMPACTIMPACTIMPACT

Beatriz* has a disability that prevents her from hearing and speaking which she has
had since birth.  She uses an American Sign Language interpreter to communicate,
and her preferred communication method is through email. 
 

Beatriz is married but has no children with her husband (the respondent). Her husband
physically abused Beatriz throughout their marriage. The last time he was physically
violent was in the summer of 2022 when he punched Beatriz and left bruises. She took
photos of those bruises.

The most recent episode of abuse took place on October 4, 2022. Respondent, who
owns firearms, mimicked a gun with his finger and kept pointing it at Beatriz’s head
saying he was going to kill her. Beatriz was frightened and she knew that she was
vulnerable. She contacted her daughter, who understands American Sign Language.
Her daughter reached out to the police, and three officers came to the home and
arrested the respondent. Beatriz filed for a Civil Protection Order (CPO). Because of the
difficulty of getting an American Sign Language interpreter, she and her advocate
decided not to seek an ex-parte order.   

Beatriz contacted LAWO, and we filed a notice of appearance in her CPO. The
respondent also obtained an attorney. On the day of the final hearing, we negotiated a
2 1/2 -year protection order. In addition, the respondent was to sell his guns and
ammunition, and Beatriz was to receive half the proceeds. Respondent is also
responsible for the parties’ mortgage payment in the approximate amount of $966 per
month, and the real estate taxes of $1,132.67 for the first six months of 2023. 

*Name changed for privacy.

STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY

Beatriz Receives Protection Order Against
Abusive Husband
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Area Agency on Aging, PSA2
Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Champaign, Clark, Darke,
Green, Logan, Miami, Montgomery,
Preble, and Shelby counties. 

Area Agency on Aging, PSA3
Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Allen, Auglaize, Hancock,
Hardin, Putnam, and Van Wert counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA5
Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Ashland, Crawford, Huron,
Richland, Seneca, and Wyandot counties.

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern
Ohio, Inc., PSA4
Support for legal assistance for older
adults in Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Henry,
Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Sandusky,
Williams, and Wood counties.

City of Toledo
Federal Community Development Block
Grant and general revenue funds
supporting legal assistance in housing
matters for low-income City of Toledo
residents.

Dayton Legal Heritage Foundation
Support for the Education Advocacy
Project and community legal services.

Greater Toledo Community Foundation
Support for projects to assist tenants in
housing eviction cases.

Great Lakes Community Action
Partnership
Support for housing stabilization
services in Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca,
and Wood counties, and for legal
services for veterans.

Hancock Hardin Wyandot Putnam
Community Action Commission
Support for legal assistance in housing
matters.

Legal Services Corporation
Support for LAWO services in 32
northwest and west central Ohio
counties, state-wide legal services for
agricultural workers, and LAWO’s
Tornado Recovery Project.

Lucas County Department of Job and
Family Services
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and Title XX funding for
legal assistance to low- income Lucas
County individuals and families.

FUNDING PARTNERSFUNDING PARTNERSFUNDING PARTNERS

19
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https://aging.ohio.gov/find-services/area-agency-on-aging-psa-2#:~:text=Area%20Agency%20on%20Aging%2C%20PSA%202%20is%20the%20area%20agency,%2C%20Clark%2C%20and%20Green%20counties.
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.aaa3.org/
https://www.aaa5ohio.org/
http://www.areaofficeonaging.com/
https://toledo.oh.gov/
https://www.daytonfoundation.org/
https://www.glcap.org/
https://info4seniors.org/
https://www.glcap.org/
https://info4seniors.org/
https://info4seniors.org/
https://www.unitedwayfultoncountyoh.org/
https://www.unitedwayfultoncountyoh.org/
https://www.maumeevalleyguidancecenter.org/
https://www.maumeevalleyguidancecenter.org/
https://www.maumeevalleyguidancecenter.org/


Maumee Valley Guidance Center
Support for legal services for veterans.

Miami County Department of Job and
Family Services
Support for legal services for eligible
Miami County residents.

Montgomery County Board of County
Commissioners
Support for legal services for older
adults, survivors of domestic violence,
and people seeking employment.

Northwestern Ohio Community Action
Commission
Support for legal assistance in housing
cases in Defiance, Fulton, Henry,
Paulding, Van Wert and Williams
counties.

Ohio Access to Justice Foundation
Support for legal services for individuals
and families in LAWO's 32-county
service area, those seeking assistance
with the opioid crisis, and veterans; for
pro bono services in several rural
counties; and for internal
communications technology including a
document management system and
intranet.

Ohio Attorney General Office
Support for le gal assistance to survivors
of domestic violence.

Ohio Housing Finance Agency
Support for homeowners assistance.

Pathway Toledo
Support for legal assistance in housing
cases in Lucas county.

Sandusky Municipal Court
Support for legal assistance for tenants
in the Municipal Court.

Springfield Foundation
Support for legal services for low-
income residents of Clark County.

St. Vincent de Paul
Support for legal services for veterans.

Toledo Law Library
Support for a Case Management
System.

Toledo Municipal Court
Support for legal services for low-
income City of Toledo residents in
eviction and debt collection cases.

United Way of Defiance County
Support for legal assistance to low-
income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County
Support for legal assistance to low-
income residents of Fulton Cou nty.
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https://www.maumeevalleyguidancecenter.org/
https://www.co.miami.oh.us/158/Job-Family-Services
https://www.co.miami.oh.us/158/Job-Family-Services
https://www.montgomerycountync.com/board-of-commissioners
https://www.ohiojusticefoundation.org/
https://ohiohome.org/
https://ohiohome.org/
https://ohiohome.org/
https://ohiohome.org/
https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc/corporate-responsibility/philanthropy/pnc-foundation.html
https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc/corporate-responsibility/philanthropy/pnc-foundation.html
https://www.toledocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lovell-Fund_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.toledocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lovell-Fund_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.toledocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lovell-Fund_Guidelines.pdf
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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development RELIEF Grant
Support for rural eviction education and
legal services.

U.S. Department of Justice, Office on
Violence Against Women
Support for training and services to end
violence against women with disabilities,
and support for the Justice for Families
Program.

Volunteers of America
Support for legal services for veterans.
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The Justice for All Campaign is a fundraising
partnership among Legal Aid of Western
Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc. (ABLE), and the Toledo Bar
Association Pro Bono Legal Services
Program. As the primary providers of free
civil legal aid to people living in poverty in northwest Ohio, the Justice for All
Campaign unites our fundraising efforts to ensure that vulnerable and
disenfranchised members of our community have equal access to the legal system.
We appreciate the generosity of individuals and organizations who give to the
Campaign and make it possible for us to serve thousands of people in our
community every year.

JUSTICE FOR ALL
CAMPAIGN CO-
CHAIRS
Steven P. Collier
University of Toledo College
of Law

Robert (Rob) Salem
The University of Toledo,
College of Law

 
CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE
Cheri A. Budzynski
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP

Emily Desmond
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Janet E. Hales
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Maggie Humphrey
Toledo Bar Association

Bradley J. Lagusch
Toledo Bar Association

Kevin C. Mulder
Legal Aid of Western Ohio,
Inc.

Gina Scherzer
Toledo Bar Association

Bruce S. Schoenberger
Gressley, Kaplan & Parker

John S. Wasung
Kitch Drutchas Wagner
Valitutti & Sherbrook

Jay E. Feldstein
Liebenthal Levine, Ltd.

Peter A. Dewhirst
Lyden, Chappell & Dewhirst,
Ltd.

Richard S. MacMillan
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd,
LLC

Richard R. Malone
Malone, Ault & Farell

Meghan Anderson Roth
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Kara M. Maruszak
Owens Corning

J. Randall Engwert
Reminger Co., LPA

Matthew J. Rohrbacher
Rohrbachers Cron Manahan
Trimble & Zimmerman Co.,
LPA

Laura A. Wilson
Schaffer & Associates, LPA

Howard B. Hershman
Shindler, Neff, LLP

Emily M. Morrison
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,
LLP

Karl E. Strauss
Owens Corning

Nathan Turner
Legal Aid of Western Ohio,
Inc. (Board Member)

Carmen Vega-Perez
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Laura A. Wilson
Schaffer & Associates, LPA

CAMPAIGN
AMBASSADORS
Cheryl Mendenhall
Allotta & Farley Co., LPA

Charles E. Boyk
Charles E. Boyk Law Offices,
LLC

Margaret G. Beck
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt, Ltd.

James E. Yavorcik
Cubbon & Associates Co., LPA

Adam S. Nightingale
Eastman & Smith, Ltd.

Jeffrey W. Swiech
Gallon, Takacs & Boissoneault
Co., LPA

Christopher F. Parker
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co.,
LPA
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Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
Marc S. Levin
Richard R. Malone
Gary & Beverly McBride
William G. Meyer
Kevin C. Mulder
John K. Nelson
Jerome Phillips
John R. Polofka
Gregory W. Robinette
Hon. Bradley E. Sales
Jonathan D. Sandys
Thomas L. Schlachter
Kyle A. Silvers
Anthony P. Sloma
Charles A. Stocking
Michael J. Todak
Trust Company Family
Offices
Mark D. Wagoner, Jr.
James F. White, Jr.
Sheldon S. Wittenberg
Lisa A. Wurster
Cynthia Zalewski

Supporting - $300 to
$499
William & Louise Barkan
J. Matthew Buchanan
James G. Burkhardt
Jonathan B. Cherry
Sarah J. Corney
Jeanine M. Diller
Stevin J. Groth
Scott A. Hinshaw
Louise A. Jackson
Peter N. Lavalette
Daniel J. LaValley
Judith A. Leb
Anita Levin
Ann Maciejewski
Mark Mockensturm
Carter P. Neff
Jeremiah O'Brien
Joseph A. Rideout
Stephen M. Sadowski
Hon. Arlene Singer

Marilyn L. Widman
Widman & Franklin, LLC

Michelle L. Krantz
Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Thurgood Marshall
Giving Society -
$5,000+ 
Dana Charitable
Foundation
The LaValley Foundation
Hon. Thomas & Elizabeth
Tucker

Leadership - $2,000 to
$4,999
R. Jeffrey & Kathleen
Bixler
John H. Burson
Fifth Third Bank
Joseph M. Heckendorn
Margaret J. Lockhart
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Susan Hartman Muska
Owens Corning
Stephen C. Roach
Scheidel Foundation
The Reminger
Foundation Company

Sustaining - $1,000 to
$1,999
Allotta Farley Co., LPA
Hon. Vernelis Armstrong
Michael R. Barnett
Kevin J. Boissoneault
Charles E. Boyk
Cheri A. Budzynski
Robert W. Cabanski
Christine M. Castellano
Steven P. Collier
Cary R. Cooper
Lori W. Decker
Rick Goheen
Hon. John P. Gustafson
Jay & Julie Harris
LaValley, LaValley, Todak &
Schaefer Co., LPA

Richard MacMillan
MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd,
LLC
Marathon Petroleum
Corporation
Michael S. McGowan
Frank S. Merritt
Andrew W. Miller
Martin E. Mohler
Nationwide Children's
Hospital- Toledo
Thomas W. Palmer
Thomas G. Pletz
Bonnie R. Rankin
Meghan A. Roth
Robert S. Salem
Schaffer & Associates, LPA
John J. Siciliano
Richard S. Walinski
Marilyn L. Widman
Mechelle Zarou

Benefactor - $500 to
$999
Sandra K. Bashore
William J. Bingle
Thomas C. Blank
James E. Brazeau
Esteban R. Callejas
Joseph B. Clarke
Joseph K. Cole
Charles V. Contrada
David J. Coyle
Joseph A. Decker
Thomas P. Dillon
Andria Dorsten Ebert
Prof. Gregory Gilchrist
Stuart J. Goldberg
Eileen Granata
Heather L. Hall
Scott & Melissa Hamner
Michael E. Heffernan
William H. Heywood, III
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
D. Lee Johnson
Kathleen A. Kress
Steven K. Lauer
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Roger Goranson
William H. Gosline
Carl D. Griffith
Allison M. Groth
Elizabeth J. Hall
Anastasia & Paul Hanson
Matthew D. Harper
Joseph S. Hartle
Heidi Hartman
Stephen Hartman
Hon. Jeffrey J. & Karen H.
Helmick 
Vaughn A. & Karen Hoblet,
Sr.
Sharon E. Hollins
Martin J. Holmes, Sr.
Dean A. Horrigan
David R. Hudson
Roy A. Hulme
Hon. Michael E. Hyrne
Frank D. Jacobs
Evy M. Jarrett
Debra M. Jennings
Kara Jennings
Kevin & Joellen Joyce
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Laurel A. Kendall
Prof. Kenneth K. Kilbert
Michael & Cindy Kirby
Patricia J. Kleeberger
Hon. Linda M. Knepp
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
Gerald R. Kowalski
David L. Kuhl
Hon. Timothy C. Kuhlman
Thomas & Patricia Kurt
Frank J. Landry
Melissa S. Larocco
Tammy G. Lavalette
Elizabeth A. LaValley
Michael W. LaValley
Robert M. Leonardi
Jason D. Levine
Marilyn J. Levine
John M. Liming

Mary Anne Burns
Thomas E. Cafferty
Larry G. Calcamuggio
Byron S. Choka
Kristen A. Connelly
William M. Connelly
Mark A. Conrad
Belinda Cooper
Audrey Corcoran
C. Craig Covrett
Steven Crossmock
Lawrence Cryan
Phillip S. Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Gabrielle Davis
Jennifer J. Dawson
Meredith Decker Steingraber
Katherine S. Decker
Charlon K. Dewberry
Philip L. Dombey
Brandi L. Doniere
Michael D. Dorf
James A. Duggan
William C. Eickholt
Richard F. Ellenberger
Bradley C. Elrod
Dale R. Emch
Gregg W. Emch
Gregory C. Farell
Jay E. Feldstein
Elizabeth M. Foley
Donald E. Saxon & Denise
Ford Saxon
Hon. Ruth Ann Franks
Craig F. Frederickson
Patricia B. Fugee
Sharon Fulop
M. Catherine Garcia-Feehan
Thomas M. George
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.
Hon. George M. Glasser
Goranson, Parker & Bella Co.,
LPA

C.J. Keller Smith
Rebecca J. Steinhauser
Trevor Van Berkom
Jason Van Dam
Laura Vogtsberger De
Rivera
Carasusana Wall
Keith A. Wilkowski
Kurt M. Young
Hon. Norman G. & Hon.
Connie F. Zemmelman
Hon. Jack & Kathleen
Zouhary

Advocate - $100 to
$299
Norman A. Abood
Kevin J. Ankney
Roman Arce
Clare C. Armbruster
Gregory L. Arnold
Jonathan M. Ashton
Brittany Asmus
Jude T. Aubry
Michael S. Aubry
Tim A. Ault
Laura Avery
Wendy M. Avina
Mark Barnes
John W. Barron
Dean Benjamin Barros
Margaret G. Beck
Gayle K. Beier
Paul T. Belazis
Johna M. Bella
Kaser Bhatti
Pamela K. Billmaier
Hon. John A. Blaufuss &
Jocelyn D. Blaufuss
Jacqueline M. Boney
Hon. Michael A. Bonfiglio
Phillip D. Browarsky
Michael A. Bruno
Matthew Bryant
Michael E. Bryant
Kayleigh Burden
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Jennifer Wedge
Jessica Weinberg
Dawn M. Wenk
James B. White
Julia S. Wiley
Laura A. Wilson
Scott A. Winckowski
David G. Wise
Patricia A. Wise
Joseph S. Wittenberg
Richard E. Wolff
James E. Yavorcik
Andrea R. Young
Lorin J. Zaner
Roger K. Zimmerman
Marguerite Allison E. Zinz
Hon. Gene A. Zmuda
Christopher A. Zografides
Michael J. Zychowicz
Ralph C. Zychowicz

Friend - Up to $99
Gabriela Aguado
Hon. Carmille L. Akande
Ameena Alauddin
James & Kathleen
Anderson
Sherhonda Arnott
Janine T. Avila
Gregory E. Bakies
Nathan D. Benner
Kimberly Benson
Bre Betz
Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley
Zsea Bowmani
Michael W. Bragg
Anne M. Brossia
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Katie Cooper
Amanda L. Coyle
Karen A. Davis
Molly E. Davis
Jonathan Dinan
Anthony & Sharon Disalle
Randall C. Dixon
Renisa A. Dorner

Steven D. Reinbolt
Jon D. Richardson
Tonya Robinson
Matthew J. Rohrbacher
Mark H. Rose
Greg Rosenbaum
Stephen A. Rothschild
Emily Samlow
James E. Schaefer
Bryan Schermerhorn
Philip Schmidt
Bruce Schoenberger
Donald A. Schurr
R. Michael Scott
Gregory S. Shumaker
Peter R. Silverman
David J. Simko
Joseph E. Slater 
Sheldon M. Slaybod
Mark J. Sobanski
Carol A. Sobczak
Thomas A. Sobecki
Matthew C. Spaulding
Joseph A. Stancati
Joseph E. Stanford
Harold M. Steinberg
Sheila Stevens
Robin Stone
Karl E. Strauss
David P. Strup
Margaret A. Sturgeon
Janis Foley
Deborah S. Tassie
Mercedes Thompson
Kimberly Todd
Kelly J. Tomlinson
Joseph W. Tucker
Carrie L. Urrutia
Timothy J. Van Tuinen
Emilie Vassar
J. Michael Vassar
Carmen Vega-Perez
Lynn Vuketich Luther
Ethel Washington-Harris
Clinton J. Wasserman
John S. Wasung
Bradley R. Waugh

Jacob M. Lowenstein
Jay J. Lowenstein
Amy Luck
Barry F. Luse
Mariella M. Machen
Thomas G. Mackin
Daniel J. Maloney
Marsha A. Manahan
Steven E. Marcus
Catherine B. Martineau
Andrew R. Masse
Hon. Christine E. Mayle
Thomas & Kay McArdle
C. Thomas McCarter
Timothy McCarthy
Sarah McHugh
A. John McSweeny
Meredith Mercurio
Wesley D. Merillat
Michael S. Messenger
Mark N. Mogavero
Edward T. Mohler
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.
Cameron M. Morrisey
Emily M. Morrison
Hon. Denise Navarre
Cubbon
Hon. Lindsay D. Navarre
James D. Neumeyer
Adam S. Nightingale
Suzanne Belot Norton
James G. O'Brien
Katherine S. O'Malley
Arturo Ortiz
Gary W. Osborne
Samuel Osnowitz
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
Rudolph A. Peckinpaugh,
Jr.
James M. Perlman
Lisa E. Pizza
Milton E. Pommeranz
Rev. Michael U. Pucke

25



Hon. Matthew Mundrick
Timothy P. Nackowicz
Fadi Nahhas
Amy M. Natyshak
James F. Nooney
Tina Nordyke
Rebecca A. Nowak
Owens Illinois Fund of the
Charities Foundation
Patrick P. Pacella
Tania J. Park-Thomas
Douglas V. Pavelko
Mara J. Rendina
Charles D. Rittenhouse
Andrew Robins
Damian M. Peter Rodgers
Jeremiah T. Rodriguez
David T. Rudebock
Alexander Savickas
Hank Schaefer
Stephen L. Scharf
Daniel J. Sczesny
Jonathan M. Sheehan
James P. Silk
Sarah K. Skow
David M. Smigelski
Matthew J. Sorosiak
Stephen J. Stanford
Stephen E. House
Angela Stoldt
Pamela Sullivan
Jeffrey W. Swiech
Joan C. Szuberla

Stephen M. Szuch
George A. Thomas
Michael K. Veh
Kathryn A. Watson
Jessica Weinberg
Jakob F. Wenman
Kenneth J. White
Damon Williams
Joshua E. Williams
Jonathan J. Winters
Fairie Woods
Monica Yvonne
Denise Zanni
Nathan H. Zechman

Firm Recognition -
100% Attorney
Participation
Allotta & Farley Co., LPA
Brouse McDowell, LPA
Charles E. Boyk Law
Offices, LLC
Cubbon & Associates Co.,
LPA
Goranson, Parker & Bella
Co., LPA
LaValley, LaValley, Todak &
Schaefer Co., LPA
MacMillan, Sobanski &
Todd, LLC
Malone, Ault & Farell
Spengler Nathanson, PLL
Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Timothy W. Effler
John Eikost
Stephen P. Evans
Valerie J. Fatica
Elliot Feit
Cindy Fellman
Ashley Fosgate
Heather J. Fournier
Truman A. Greenwood
Lindsay J. Gumersell
Yolanda D. Gwinn-
Harleston
Omar Hazimah
Stephanie Herrera
Joshua S. Higgins
Gary M. Horvath
Valerie Hovland
Scott Janson
Scott T. Johnson
Thomas J. Kelley
Aaron L. Kovacs
Allison Kuhr
Bryan Lammon
John A. Landry
Thomas A. Lupica
Nicholas D. Malone
Lisa L. Mantel
Maria E. Martinez
Janelle Matuszak
Jennifer A. McHugh
Thaddaeus & Amanda
Mercer
Eve Mitro
Jennifer Moog

One Mission: JUSTICE FOR ALL
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Christy Reaster
In Honor of Zoll & Kranz, LLC

 
Christa Sinclair

In Honor of Zoll & Kranz, LLC
 

Mark Skolnicki
In Honor of Robin Stone

 
Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer Teschner

 In Honor of R. Michael Frank

IN HONOR & MEMORIAMIN HONOR & MEMORIAMIN HONOR & MEMORIAM

 
Nicholas & Rebecca Fahim

In Memory of Ronald L. Langenderfer, Esq.
 

Ronald M. Cooperman
In Memory of Robert V. Sterling

 

Hon. Myron C. Duhart, II
In Memory of Hon. Robert W. Penn

 

J. Randall Engwert
In Memory of Christopher C. Lloyd

 

Martin Goff
In Memory of Donal Goff

 

H. Buswell Roberts, Jr.
In Memory of Beverly Nathan

 

Sarah K. Skow
In Memory of Felicia E. Skow & Hon. William J. Skow
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The annual Northwest Ohio Access to Justice
Awards Dinner took place in person after a two-
year hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic. More
than 300 guests attended the event, held on May
12, 2022, at The Pinnacle in Maumee in support  of
LAWO, Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE),
and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal
Services Program (TBA) and our combined efforts
to assist people living in poverty with critical legal
services.

Keynote speaker, the Honorable Glenda
Hatchett, provided motivation and
encouragement to the audience and discussed
the importance of keeping one’s purpose and
passion in the legal field, despite the challenges
that legal professionals and support staff face.

Judge Hatchett was Georgia’s first African
American Chief Presiding Judge of a state court
and head of one of the largest juvenile court
systems in the country. She is a graduate of
Emory University School of Law and an Earl
Warren Scholar. Judge Hatchett has keynoted
several national conferences, including the
Diversity Conference in the U.S. Senate, the
Minority Employer’s Conference at Newell
Rubbermaid, Home Depot’s Women’s History
Speaker’s Series, and Black Enterprise’s
Entrepreneurs Conference. She has received
many awards, including the Outstanding Jurist of
the Year, Atlanta affiliate of the National Bar
Association; 

Roscoe Pound Award, National Council on Crime
and Delinquency; and the Thurgood Marshall
Award, NAACP, among others. Since 2016, Judge
Hatchett has starred in the television court series,
The Verdict.

During the dinner, LAWO, ABLE, and TBA honored
three individuals and an organization for their
extraordinary service to people living in poverty in
northwest Ohio.

The 2022 Public Interest Law Award was
awarded to James F. Nooney, Sr., a member of
Eastman & Smith and Toledo-area attorney who
has been practicing law for 54 years. Nooney was
recognized for his dedication to serving the
community through pro bono work, and his
commitment to assisting clients through TBA’s
Pro Bono Program with the complicated
paperwork associated with guardianships.
Providing legal services to those unable to pay for
them is a core feature of Nooney’s professional
identity. He believes that providing pro-bono
services is the responsibility of all professionals,
particularly lawyers. He often encourages his
colleagues and newer associates to take on pro
bono work.

Two individuals received 2022 Community
Advocacy Awards for their roles in fostering
change through community organizing. 

Beatriz Maya, a co-founder of the nonprofit
organization La Conexion, received the award for
her endless pursuit of empowering immigrants,
refugees, farmworkers, and the Latinx community.
Her advocacy began decades ago when she
worked for the Farm Labor Organizing Committee
(FLOC), doing everything in her power to bring
education and justice to migrant farmworkers.
Maya was instrumental in forming the Northwest
Ohio Immigrant Rights Network (NWOIRN) in
2019. The network of advocates and allies is
comprised of immigrant-based organizations,
advocacy groups, and individuals acting in
solidarity with our immigrant community to build
humane, just, inclusive, safe, equitable, and
welcoming communities for everyone.

Hon. Glenda Hatchett
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David L. Beckwith received the award posthumously for his contributions as a community
organizer for many decades. Beckwith’s local organizing efforts began in 1981 when he
assumed the role of director of the East Toledo Community Organization, focusing on
housing and neighborhood issues, including the environment and economic development.
Known as a community mentor for social justice and environmental activists in the Toledo
community, Beckwith touched the lives of many and motivated others to understand that
they had the power to lead and to hold people accountable for their actions. Beckwith’s
daughter, Schuyler, accepted the award on behalf of the family.

The 2022 Distinguished Service Award was given to Dana Incorporated for its long history
of service to legal aid and the Medical-Legal Partnership for Children (MLPC) in Toledo.
Creating the Corporate Counsel Legal Aid Fellowship in 2013, Dana's Legal Department
formed a unique partnership among the counsel of the major corporations in northwest Ohio
with ABLE and LAWO. Their support expanded the capacity of the firms to serve more
vulnerable families through the MLPC, which addresses the social determinants of health
through partnering with medical providers. Dana's assistance allowed the MLPC to grow and
garner other financial support, helping nearly 3,500 people in poverty between 2013 and 2021. 

We express appreciation to the following individuals who served on the 2022 Access to
Justice Awards Selection Committee. They include Margarita De Leon, Senior Consultant
and Transformation Leader, The Kaleidoscope Group; the Honorable Myron C. Duhart, Ohio
Six District Court of Appeals; Veralucia Mendoza, Disability Rights Advocate: Housing and
Transportation, the Ability Center, and former Community Advocacy Award Recipient; E.
James Stengle, III, Senior Vice President, Hylant (retired), and former Distinguished Service
Award Recipient; Aly Sterling, President, Aly Sterling Philanthropy; and Robert C. Tucker,
Partner, RCO Law.

2022 AWARDEES:

D a n a  I n c o r p o r a t e d
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e

A w a r d

D a v i d  L .  B e c k w i t h
C o m m u n i t y  A d v o c a c y

A w a r d

B e a t r i z  M a y a
C o m m u n i t y  A d v o c a c y

A w a r d

J a m e s  F .  N o o n e y ,  S r .
P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  L a w

A w a r d
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER CO-CHAIRS

Robert S. Salem, Co-Chair     Carasusana Wall, Co-Chair

ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER STEERING COMMITTEE

Esteban R. Callejas
David J. Coyle

Emily Desmond
Janet E. Hales

Maggie Humphrey
Bradley J. Lagusch

Kevin C. Mulder

Adam Nightingale
Gina Scherzer

E. James Stengle, III

Karl Strauss
Carmen Vega-Perez

Patricia A. Wise



IMPACTIMPACTIMPACT

Barry*, a white veteran with a disability and a single father of two children, contacted
Legal Aid seeking assistance with obtaining special education services for his youngest
child, Levi.* Levi has learning disabilities, and Barry did not believe Levi’s school was
providing him with the appropriate support to be successful. Levi was having particular
challenges transitioning back to an in-person educational school environment after
remote learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Barry’s LAWO attorney advocated for a new school schedule to help Levi transition
back to an in-person learning environment. The attorney also advocated for an
appropriate Individualized Education Program that reflected Levi’s placement and
service needs. A Functional Behavior Assessment to document Levi’s behaviors and a
Behavior Intervention Plan to address behaviors were also put in place. The attorney
also provided information and resources on special education law and advocacy to
ensure Levi’s long-term success in school.

*Names changed for privacy.

STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY

Barry and Levi Receive Legal Aid Assistance for
Special Education Services
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2022 CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE

legal aid to people living in poverty in the Miami Valley region, the Campaign for
Equal Justice unites our fundraising efforts to ensure that vulnerable and
disenfranchised members of our community have equal access to the legal system.
The Campaign is supported through two events held annually in Dayton: The Justice
on Tap cocktail event, and the Access to Justice Awards Celebration. We appreciate
the generosity of individuals and organizations who give to the Campaign and make
it possible for us to serve thousands of people in our community every year.

The Campaign for Equal Justice is a fundraising
partnership among Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
(LAWO), Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
(ABLE), and the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers
Project (GDVLP).  As the primary providers of free civil 

Mary E. Lentz
Foos & Lentz, LLP

Jazmin Perez Vitale
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

2022 JOINT COMMITTEE
Robert M. Curry
Thompson Hine, LLP

Joseph R. Barton
Faruki Law PLL

Jennifer A. Rulon
Frost Brown & Todd, LLC

Zachary S. Heck
Taft, Stettinius &
Hollister, LLP

Myla Cardona-Jones
Sinclair Community
College

Summer D. Hawks
Greater Dayton Volunteer
Lawyers Project

Janet E. Hales
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality, Inc.

Kevin C. Mulder
Legal Aid of Western Ohio,
Inc.

Sarah A. Cunningham
LexisNexis

2022 CAMPAIGN FOR
EQUAL JUSTICE CO-
CHAIRS
Marcie Hunnicutt
Green & Green Lawyers

Glen R. McMurry
Taft Stettinius & Hollister,
LLP

2022 JUSTICE ON TAP 
CO-CHAIRS
Joseph R. Barton
Faruki Law, PLL

Sabra Tomb
Air Force Research
Laboratory

2022 ACCESS TO JUSTICE
AWARDS CELEBRATION
CO-CHAIRS

Myla Cardona-Jones
Sinclair Community
College

Sarah A. Cunningham
LexisNexis
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Russell Total Wealth and
Wellness
Mark E. Stone
Christopher A. & Deborah
Walker
Dr. Juanita Wehrle-
Einhorn

$500+
Anonymous
Debra B. Armanini
Joseph R. Barton
James E. Beyer
Willis Blackshear, Jr.
Susan Blasik-Miller &
Arvin S. Miller
Wray & Elizabeth Blattner
Amy S. Boland
Frank P. Catanzariti
Susan C. Cornett
Robb & Rachel Eve Davis
Edward J. Dowd

Bronze Sponsors
$1,250
Credence Management
Solutions, LLC
Faruki, PLL
Dr. Daniel Hood
Kathryn Lamme
Glen R. McMurry
Dr. Maureen Perez
Lindsey C. Posey
Sinclair Community College
Michael & Jill Spurlin

$1,000+
First 202 Housing Corp-
Senior Citizens Apartment
First Financial Bank
Hon. Patrick J. Foley
John & Ann Paddock
Pickrel, Schaeffer & Ebeling
Co., LPA
Jennifer Rulon

Pillar of Justice
$15,000+
WilmerHale, LLP

Gold Sponsors
$5,000
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
LexisNexis
Taft Law
Thompson Hine, LLP

Silver Sponsors
$2,500
Robert M. Curry
Maureen Lynch and
Richard Lapedes
Todd T. Miller
PNC Financial Services
Group
Surdyk, Dowd & Turner Co.,
LPA

2022 CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE DONORS
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Jennifer Wedge
Amanda J. Zennie

$76 - $199
Charles F. Allbery, III
Stephen J. Axtell
Shannon K. Bockelman
Margaret Bowers
Rebecca Bowman
Chanda Brown
Randy & Tamara Comer
Donald R. Culp
Sarah Ann Cunningham
Ericka C. Curran
Angela C. Daniele
Mimi J. Degrow
Dr. Samuel N. Dorf and
Dr. Maria Kisel
Elizabeth J. Dunn
Salha El-Shwehdi
John W. Ey
Commissioner Darryl
Fairchild
Victoria A. Fox
Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich
T. Scot Ganow
Mary Sue Gmeiner
Hon. Barbara P. Gorman
Janet E. Hales
Hon. Rebecca S. Hall
Lisa A. Hesse & Thomas M.
Hesse, Jr.
Ralph E. Heyman
Kenneth J. Ignozzi
Jordan M. Jennings
Dr. Don B. Jentleson
Lindsay M. Johnson
Commissioner Matthew
C. Joseph
Shelly Kendricks
Jamar T. King
Scott A. King
Stephen E. Klein
Hon. Marshall G. Lachman

Alejandra Espino
Carl Fischer
Martin A. Foos
Carla M. Frame
Gary L. Froelich
Karla Garrett Harshaw
Gary W. Gottschlich
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Cori R. Haper
Shelbie W. Harvey
Donald L. Hayashi
J. Michael & Nancy A. Herr
Stanley A. & Andrea M.
Hirtle
Marcie R. Hunnicutt
Richard E. Jacobs
Marjorie A. Kuhns
Mary E. Lentz
Barry F. Luse
M. Shannon Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Sean P. McCormick
John C. Meehling
Matthew A. Malloy
Montgomery Co. Human
Services Planning &
Development Dept.
Montgomery County Board
of Commissioners
Kevin C. Mulder
Renee & Kyle Murphy
John C. Musto
Lisa S. Pierce
Rebeccah C. Raines
Lynn M. Reynolds
Kristina R. Roush
Thomas J. Schaffer
C. Miles and Linda Schmidt
Kelly M. Schroeder
Arik A. Sherk
Victoria Sorg
James D. Stahler
Jeremy M. Tomb
Ethel M. Washington-Harris

Steve & Jennifer Elleman
Ferneding Insurance
Foos & Lentz, LLP
Freund, Freeze & Arnold
Kimberly Gambrel
Hon. Caroline H. Gentry
Greater Dayton Regional
Transit Authority
Christine M. Haaker
John F. Hall
Zachary S. Heck
Jonathan Hollingworth
Ellis Jacobs
Hon. John O. Martin
William J. McGraw, III
Montgomery County
Juvenile Court
David A. Neuhardt
Ohio Access to Justice
Foundation
Laura J. Rench
K. Alyse Rettich
Matthew Scarr
Hon. Susan D. Solle
Nicholas E. Subashi
Joseph R. Tafelski &
Jennifer Teschner
Veritext Legal Solutions
Waite, Tomb & Eberly, LLP

$200 - $499
Anonymous
Gordon Arnold
Neil M. Berman
Karen D. Bradley
S. Todd Brecount
Bricker & Eckler, LLP
Jennifer D. Brumby
Ronald F. Budzik & Barbara
Hayde
Jeffrey T. Cox
Dorothy Dick
Brandon E. Dobyns
Daryl R. Douple
Joan Drake & James G.
Durham



Angela M. Lloyd, Esq.
Craig Looper, II
Michael W. Loudenslager
Bryan Mahoney
Dr. Theo Majka
Lisa McIntosh
Nikol Miller
V. Gayle Miller
Nicole A. Mitchell
Julianne C. Mohr
Natasha L. Newberry
Trisha Pike
Amy Piner
Terry W. Posey, Sr.
Kaylee R. Price
Griffin Reyelts
Michael D. Rice, Esq.
Elizabeth Rogers
Lynette F. Searcy
Robert N. Snyder
Shawna M. Sorrell
Alexander Staiger
Courtney N. Strickland
James Strickland
Phoebe J. Stroede
Colleen N. Swim
Sabra L. Tomb
Brianne Trappe
Jessica K. Turner
Nathan D. Turner
Meredith C. Turner-
Woolley
Carmen Vega-Perez
Joseph K. Warden
Cara J. Williams
Brian D. Wright
Shannon Yost

Emily Desmond
Edward Dixon
Connor J. Dowd
Justin Elkin
Mark Engling
Gregory M. Ewers
Paula Ewers
Sergio Fernandez
Julie C. Ford
Jordan Foster
Hon. Jacqueline V. Gaines
Rory E. Garrity
Joan M. Germann
Erica L. Glass
Dennis G. & Constance L.
Grant
Kery T. Gray
Kass Greenberg
Jaren Hardesty
Matthew S. Hauer
Jonathan S. Hawkins
Ashton J. Hood
Luke Humenay
Nathan C. Hunt
Rebeca Iverson
Susan M. Jagers
Jessica Jenkins
Deztany Johnson
Nancy Jones
Anne P. Keeton
Chelsea O. Kemper
Kathleen C. Kersh
Gregory S. Kessler
Leslie King
Melissa M. Koppenhoefer
Allison Kuhr
Debra Ann Lavey
Lanese D. Layne
Valerie Lee
Clint Lehman
Hon. Kathleen S. Lenski

David E. Larson
Thomas J. Lucente, Jr.
Jennifer L. Maffett-
Nickelman
Remington J. Merry
Kelsey J. Mincheff
Kyle Mincheff
John R. Mohr
Dr. Maureen O'Meara
Upendra K. Patel
Geraldine Pegues
Robert E. Portune
S. Kimberly Pruett
Cassandra A. Rice
Jessica E. Salisbury-Copper
Zion U. Savory
Nancy K. Schiffer
Benjamin J. Schnier
Patricia Schug
Jean M. Steigerwald
Andrew L. Strauss, Dean
Tracy & Tracy Co., LPA
Alan L. Weeter
Ashley A. Weyenberg
Zachary B. White
Jamie Wilson
Natasha Wilson
Christopher M. Wolcott
Marie P. Wolff
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.
Hon. Ebony N. Wreh

Up to $75
Khadijah Ali
Kelli A. Bartlett
Amelia N. Blankenship
Shawn M. Blatt
Jim L. Butler, Jr.
Addison J. Caruso
Caitlin M. Cecil
Kristina M. Coen
Christopher Conard
Matthew N. Currie
Erin R. Davis
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James E. Beyer
In Honor of Dinsmore & Shohl

 
Joseph R. Tafelski & Jennifer Teschner

In Honor of R. Michael Frank
 

Brianne Trappe
In Honor of Myla Cardona-Jones

IN HONOR & MEMORIAMIN HONOR & MEMORIAMIN HONOR & MEMORIAM

 
Paula Ewers

In Memory of Willie Righter
 

Marjorie A. Kuhns
In Memory of Edward Kuhns
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JUSTICE ON TAPJUSTICE ON TAPJUSTICE ON TAP

Attendees got to mix and mingle with the Dayton legal community, enjoyed food
and drinks, placed bids on raffle baskets, and heard from Campaign organizers at
LAWO, ABLE, and the GDVLP on why their donations to the Campaign for Equal
Justice were more important than ever. Over $11,000 was raised by sponsors and
guests through the event.

More than 75 guests, including sponsors,
ambassadors, board members, and staff, joined
us for our annual happy hour fundraising event
at Mudlick Tap House on September 21, 2022. 
 We hosted Justice on Tap with the help of the
Young Lawyers Division of  the Dayton Bar
Association.
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Through sponsorships, ticket sales, and text-to-give donations, we raised over
$43,000 for the Campaign for Equal Justice at this year’s celebration.

ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDSACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDSACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDS
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The 2022 Access to Justice Awards Celebration was
held on November 3, 2022, at Sinclair Community
College’s Ponitz Center in downtown Dayton.
Approximately 200 guests from Dayton’s legal
community attended the fundraiser in support of
LAWO, ABLE, and the GDVLP and our collective
mission to assist people and groups in the Miami Valley
area who are living in poverty.  Co-hosts for the

evening were Sarah Cunningham from LexisNexis and Myla-Cardona Jones from
Sinclair College. The Honorable E. Gerald Parker, Montgomery County Common Pleas
Court, General Division, presented the awards to our recipients. ABLE and LAWO
board members Brandyn E. Dobyns and Jordan Jennings from Taft, Stettinius &
Hollister, LLP were additional presenters. During the event, we recognized two
individuals and an organization for their extraordinary service to the community. 

The Hon. Robert W. Rettich,
III received the 2022 Lloyd
O’Hara Award posthumously
for his well-known position as
a Miamisburg Municipal
Court Judge, where he
prioritized substance abuse
treatment and behavioral
programs over incarceration.

WilmerHale’s Legal
Resource Center received
the 2022 Community
Impact Award for its
impactful pro bono initiative
through the GDVLP.
WilmerHale’s community
record sealing and juvenile
family law clinics have been
a tremendous asset and
have helped hundreds of
community members in the
sealing of records and family
law issues.

Tom Roberts, State
President of the Ohio
NAACP, received the 2022
Patricia Rousseau
Community Advocacy
Award for his involvement
in the Dayton community,
as well as his lifelong
commitment and advocacy
for criminal justice reform
and voting rights.
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IMPACTIMPACTIMPACT

Amanda Gains Legal Custody of Her Grandchild

STORIES FROM THE COMMUNITY

Amanda* contacted LAWO seeking assistance with one of her grandchildren. The 49-
year-old grandmother was referred to us by a Juvenile Court clerk who was familiar with
our Grandfamily Legal Assistance Program. Both parents struggled with substance
abuse issues, and the mother also struggled with mental health issues and maintaining
stable housing.  The father was incarcerated while the case was pending. Amanda’s
Legal Aid attorney assisted with filing for emergency temporary custody of her

grandchild. With further assistance from LAWO and
after a custody trial, Amanda was awarded legal
custody of her grandchild. Visitation for both parents
is restricted until further order of the court. Amanda
was awarded child support and the ability to claim
the child each year for tax purposes, which provided
much-needed financial assistance. She was also
provided information on applying for and accessing
available public benefits, including Kinship
Permanency Incentive Benefits for the child.

*Name changed for privacy.
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CONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT US

Administrative Office:
525 Jefferson Ave. Suite 400
Toledo, Ohio 43604

Offices in: Dayton, Defiance, Findlay, Lima,
Sandusky, Springfield, & Toledo

Toll-Free: (877) 894-4599

www.lawolaw.org 

@lawolawinc_

/LAWOLawInc
    
www.linkedin.com/
company/legal-aid-of-western-ohio
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