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2016 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

READ HOW LEGAL 
AID HELPED LEEANN 
NAVIGATE THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM  
ON PAGE 5.



Civil legal aid is critical to fulfilling our nation’s promise of 

justice for all. ABLE and LAWO serve people of all backgrounds 

and ages, including the most vulnerable who face the toughest 

civil legal challenges: children, veterans, seniors, people with 

disabilities, and survivors of domestic violence. As the primary 

providers of free legal services for low-income people in our 

service area, our work is to ensure that no individual or family 

in our community is deprived of access to professional legal 

assistance solely because of an inability to pay.

Those who come to us for help are in crisis, with most facing 

financial emergencies and struggling to meet life’s basic needs. 

The numbers of people living in poverty is staggering—48 percent 

of the U.S. population is considered poor or low-income.  

That is one in every two people.

Behind the numbers are real people—our friends and 

neighbors—who deserve the chance to achieve genuine and 

lasting improvement in their quality of life. The pressures 

of poverty, including housing and medical costs, inadequate 

government safety net programs, and poor educational 

opportunities, are what bring people to the breaking point. 

Our advocates help navigate the justice system for those who 

do not understand how to do it for themselves, or who cannot 

afford a private attorney. We are dedicated to empowering 

people to rebuild their lives and become independent and 

self-sufficient. Our work combines community outreach, 

education, litigation, and legislative advocacy—all aimed at 

making a real difference in the lives of our clients and our 

communities. 
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These numbers do not include the additional thousands of people who 
have benefited from materials and information on our website, pro 

bono legal assistance clinics, attendance at community legal education 
presentations and trainings, continuing legal education presentations for 
lawyers, and outreach visits to homeless and domestic violence shelters, 
senior centers, health clinics, nursing homes, and migrant labor camps.

OUR 2016 COMBINED RECORD OF SERVICE

$13,625,414
Total Monetary Awards for Clients*

*  obtained benefits and awards in areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment compensation, 
supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, and damages. 

17,008
Requests for Help

9,052
Cases Worked On

6,286
Cases Closed

10,177
Persons Helped
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MEETING THE NEED FOR LEGAL AID IN OUR COMMUNITY

According to our Constitution, people charged with a crime 

must have a court-appointed attorney if they cannot afford to 

hire an attorney on their own. There is no such right for people 

needing legal assistance for matters like domestic violence, child 

custody, housing, employment, or health care. LAWO and ABLE 

work to ensure that justice is available and secure for vulnerable, 

low-income people living in northwest and west central Ohio. 

ABLE and LAWO attorneys and advocates work in areas where 

private attorneys usually do not, including representation of 

veterans, tenants, domestic violence survivors, low-income 

seniors, and those receiving public assistance. We also 

work with a wide range of community partners to address 

community-wide problems. Our attorneys have experience 

helping vulnerable people in a time of crisis, including those 

OUR STRATEGIC ADVOCACY INITIATIVES

Meaningful  
Access to Justice

Healthcare  
& Public Benefits

Housing &  
Community  
Economic 

Development

Meaningful & 
Appropriate 
Education

Women &  
Children in 

Poverty

Agricultural  
Worker & 

Immigrant Rights

facing a loss of housing and financial security and experiencing 

threats to their safety.

Resolving problems and enforcing basic legal rights strengthens 

families and improves our communities for us all. Together, 

LAWO and ABLE have developed Strategic Advocacy 

Initiatives that focus our work where it is needed most in 

the communities we serve. We recognize that every client 

has different, individual needs, and we work to meet those 

needs through a full range of services to both rural and urban 

communities within our service area. 

We believe that equal justice is achievable and we will 

continue our efforts—working together with clients and our 

community partners—to make it a reality. 



3

HEALTHCARE &  
PUBLIC BENEFITS

We recognize that access to quality healthcare and public benefits is vital for families struggling in poverty. Our advocates focus on 

access to short-term or long-term benefits as a necessary part of creating opportunities for families to improve their quality of life and 

achieve self-sufficiency. Our advocacy also seeks to reduce health disparities in low-income and minority communities and encourages 

participation in public benefits programs and services in the least restrictive environment.

JEANETTE’S STORY

After moving from one county in Ohio to another, Jeanette saw her Food 

Assistance benefit drop down to only $16 per month. This gave the frail 

senior fifty cents per day for food. She could not understand why she had 

been approved for so little assistance to support herself. 

LAWO intervened for Jeanette, leading to a modest increase in her 

food allowance, but still not enough to live on. Advocates then 

requested a state hearing and negotiated on her behalf. It 

turned out that the department had improperly calculated 

Jeanette’s benefits. Her Food Assistance increased to a 

sustainable level, and Jeanette received retroactive 

payments as well. Her financial and nutritional 

status is much more secure.

3
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MEANINGFUL ACCESS  
TO JUSTICE

Attorneys and other advocates inform and empower low-income 

persons about their legal rights and available resources and 

assistance through appropriate education and targeted outreach. 

In addition, we leverage technology to broaden access to justice 

for those who cannot afford attorney representation by making 

legal information, pro bono assistance, and pro se resources 

accessible. By building and maintaining community partnerships 

and relationships, we increase our ability to meet client needs. 

READ LILAH’S STORY ON PAGE 42.

WOMEN & CHILDREN  
IN POVERTY

Our advocates assist domestic violence survivors in escaping 

the violence and creating a safe and stable environment for 

themselves and their families through restraining orders, access 

to housing and economic stability, and immigration assistance. 

We work with survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, 

and stalking. In addition, our advocates provide legal assistance 

to human trafficking victims through a Human Trafficking 

Protection Project. 

READ SHAUNA’S STORY ON PAGE 19.

MEANINGFUL &  
APPROPRIATE EDUCATION

We work to secure access to quality educational opportunities 

for children living in poverty, immigrant children, homeless 

children, children in foster care, and for children with disabilities. 

Our efforts focus on the disparities in the quality of education 

for children in poverty, particularly African American and Latino 

children, who are often served by schools that do not meet 

their needs and too often treat low-income children and their 

struggles as criminal matters instead of as educational needs. 

READ SASHA’S STORY ON PAGE 31.

AGRICULTURAL WORKER &  
IMMIGRANT RIGHTS 

We offer a variety of free legal services, information, and referrals 

to vulnerable agricultural workers and their families who are 

often subjected to systemic exploitation and civil rights abuses. 

We also work to ensure that low-income immigrants have access 

to quality legal services, advocacy, and educational information 

in order to stabilize their immigration status. We are committed 

to providing legal representation to immigrants and refugees in 

order to keep families together, build a stronger community, and 

protect victims of crime.

READ VIVIENNE’S STORY ON PAGE 15.
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HOUSING & COMMUNITY  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

We strive to ensure that low-income individuals and families have access to safe, affordable housing, including the freedom and choice to 

access areas of opportunity and be connected with education, healthcare, employment, and other critical resources to improve the quality 

of life. We work closely with groups focusing on economic development activities to ensure that low-income individuals have the ability to 

participate in and benefit from development within their own communities.

Leeann was trying to escape physical abuse from her husband and create a safe 

environment for her four-year-old daughter. However, her estranged husband continued 

the violence in front of their daughter during his parental visits in Leeann’s home. He 

was charged and arrested for domestic violence after Leeann reported the abuse to 

the police. Following through on her lease agreement, Leeann reported the abuse 

and arrests to her subsidized housing landlord. She was stunned when she 

received an eviction notice citing her for allowing a person onto the property 

who committed a crime. Unable to afford an attorney, Leeann reached 

out to ABLE for help. Her attorney successfully argued that Leeann’s 

housing rights were protected under the Violence Against Women Act 

(VAWA) which prohibits subsidized housing landlords from evicting 

survivors due to incidents of violence. As a result, the eviction 

was dismissed and Leeann was able to retain her subsidized 

housing. In addition, Leeann’s positive outcome lead to 

the housing complex agreeing to revise its policies 

to be consistent with Fair Housing Act and VAWA 

protections and provide training for all of its staff.
5

LEEANN’S STORY
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LAWO ADVOCACY

CRISIS STABILIZATION  
PROJECT

KEEPING FAMILIES FROM  
LOSING THEIR HOMES

Being forced to leave your home is difficult for any family, 

but when the tenant’s rent subsidy is terminated, they are 

often forced to pay rent they cannot afford, ending up 

homeless or living in seriously compromised housing.

A series of clients who were terminated from a local housing 

authority program for minor alleged violations contacted LAWO 

attorneys for help. Their subsidies had been terminated for 

issues including failure to change lightbulbs or a single battery 

in a smoke detector, or for a dirty stove or a loose refrigerator 

handle. In some situations, the tenants had a disabling 

condition that prevented their compliance. In others, the defect 

was either not the obligation of the tenant, or simply not a 

violation of any regulation or law. 

LAWO advocates aggressively challenged each of these 

cases, successfully keeping clients in their homes, or having 

them immediately rehoused in subsidized housing. Through 

negotiations with the housing authority, LAWO obtained an 

agreement limiting such drastic measures as termination 

from Section 8 to cases of serious and repeated violations, 

consistent with the law. 

The Crisis Stabilization Project assists low-income persons 

in crisis seeking legal assistance to obtain information 

about their legal rights, prepare for court appearances 

or administrative hearings, and connect to appropriate 

resources and community partners. 

In 2016 the Crisis Stabilization Project provided assistance to 

1,933 individuals, including:

• 722 individuals seeking assistance with a housing matter;

• 488 individuals who recently experienced domestic violence; 

• 167 individuals seeking to obtain or maintain public benefits; 

• 42 individuals seeking assistance with healthcare or 

Medicaid; and

• 280 individuals seeking assistance with a consumer matter. 

In collaboration with senior centers, nursing homes, senior 

housing, and community centers, LAWO brings legal services 

to vulnerable populations in or near their homes. Counsel and 

advice and limited legal assistance is provided by telephone, 

mail, or in person to stabilize a client’s situation in order to 

determine whether more help is available for them, or to help 

them resolve a relatively uncomplicated legal situation on 

their own. 

lawolaw.org6
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STABILIZING FAMILIES THROUGH LEGAL HELP

Unresolved legal issues often affect family stability. For example, unmanageable debt makes it more difficult for low-income families 

and individuals to break the cycle of poverty, even if a person works hard to become more educated and self-sufficient. Debt resulting 

from long stretches of unemployment, medical costs, or overwhelmingly high interest rates becomes nearly impossible to pay down. In 

addition, low-income families are often penalized again when prospective employers or landlords conduct credit checks before hiring or 

renting to them. 

For more than 15 years, LAWO advocates have worked to help stabilize the finances of Lucas County households by stopping or 

preventing wage garnishments, resolving judgment liens, and creating better credit opportunities. Our attorneys provide legal 

information, legal advice, and representation in hearings, appeals, and negotiations, all made possible with funding from 

the Lucas County Department of Job & Family Services (LCDJFS). By maintaining an on-site presence at the LCDJFS, and 

accepting referrals from other sources, LAWO attorneys are available to provide legal assistance to eligible individuals to 

remove the legal barriers hindering them from achieving family stability. Eligible clients consult with LAWO attorneys 

to identify and address issues such as divorce, child custody, or visitation arrangements; uncollected child or 

spousal support; financial uncertainty caused by unpaid bills; suspension or revocation of a driver’s license; 

unstable housing situations; transportation difficulties resulting from consumer fraud; criminal records 

sealing; domestic violence; and other unresolved legal issues. 

Since 2011, LAWO attorneys have helped more than 300 clients discharge or remove 

approximately $8.9 million in debt. During this same period, LAWO helped 283 people 

obtain a divorce or dissolution, and obtained, preserved, or increased public benefits in 99 

cases. LAWO’s work has resulted in obtaining more than $124,000 in ongoing monthly 

installment payments and more than $153,000 in lump sum payments in family law and 

public benefit cases. 

7

LAWO is funded in part by:
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ABLE ADVOCACY

PROTECTING THE RIGHT TO QUALITY EDUCATION

ABLE intervened in two Dayton Power and Light (DP&L) PUCO cases on behalf of a community group in Dayton, The Edgemont 

Neighborhood Coalition. The intervention aimed to limit rate increases and to secure shut off prevention funds for use in the DP&L 

territory, providing access to affordable utilities for low-income Ohioans. ABLE also continued to have an attorney serving as a member 

of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) Board of Directors. USAC administers all telecommunications universal service 

programs for the nation including those directed at schools and libraries, high cost areas, rural health clinics, and low-income customers. 

ABLE’s work contributed to the decision by the FCC to allow the Lifeline subsidy to be used for broadband service, and ABLE continues to 

work to ensure that the newly modified program is implemented in ways that maximize benefits to the low-income community.

As a result of the settlement of a case brought by ABLE and others, parents and guardians with limited English proficiency (LEP) 

are now able to better advocate for their children. ABLE and Disability Rights Ohio filed a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights at 

the U.S. Department of Justice, which was later referred to the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights, against seven local 

school districts and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and its Office for Exceptional Children. The complaint alleged that the 

school districts and the ODE discriminated against LEP children and parents on the basis of national origin and engaged in discriminatory 

practices, violating their obligations under various federal statutes. The Ohio school districts and ODE failed to provide translation of 

important educational documents and failed to provide appropriate interpreter services for parents and students, effectively denying them 

access to and participation in basic educational programming within the schools. Under the settlement, the school districts will create a 

process for identifying LEP parents and notifying them of the availability of free language assistance for school programs and activities. 

The school districts also are required to provide qualified interpreters at meetings, and critical written documents must be translated into 

the language of each frequently encountered LEP parent group. Examples of these documents include special education documents such 

as Individualized Educational Programs and evaluations; disciplinary notices and procedures; registration, enrollment and emergency 

forms; report cards; notices of parent-teacher conferences and meetings; parent handbooks and fact sheets; documentation of academic 

opportunities and services; and the initial request for information about the parents’ preferred language. The Office of Civil Rights will 

conduct reviews to ensure that the plans are being followed. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND UTILITY RIGHTS FOR LOW-INCOME CONSUMERS

ablelaw.org8
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IMPROVING FARMWORKER  
HOUSING CONDITIONS 

VETERANS LEGAL  
ADVOCACY PROJECT

Improving housing standards for migrant farmworkers 

living in agricultural camps helps to ensure a steady flow 

of workers, which is key to maintaining the viability of 

agriculture as Ohio’s top industry. 

ABLE and law students from the Ohio State University Moritz 

College of Law won a victory for migrant farmworkers across 

Ohio. Conditions in most migrant camps are abysmal, with no 

requirement for running water in housing units or partitions 

between shared latrines, leaving no privacy for workers. Some 

common health and safety standards are also not required, 

such as smoke detectors in each housing unit, or regular 

cleaning of non-flush toilets. The students provided ground-

breaking research in support of ABLE’s work on the Ohio 

Department of Health Agricultural Labor Camp Rule Review 

Committee which led to new regulations that now require 

running water, smoke detectors, and bedframes in the housing 

units provided to workers and their family members living at 

migrant labor camps. While there is still a long way to go, the 

new provisions come as a relief to the thousands of migrant 

farmworkers living in more than 100 agricultural camps 

across Ohio. Taking effect on January 1, 2017, the improved 

regulations and housing conditions will benefit the overall 

agricultural industry and boost Ohio’s competitiveness, with the 

goal of drawing workers to the state. 

The Veterans Legal Advocacy Project provides legal services 

for veterans, active duty military service members, and 

household members of veterans and active duty service 

members throughout ABLE’s 32-county service area. 

The project provides legal representation to veterans on 

numerous legal issues, including housing, public benefits,  

VA benefits, healthcare access, homeownership preservation, 

domestic relations, expungements, consumer rights and 

bankruptcy. 

Attorneys in the Veterans Legal Advocacy Project engage 

in extensive community outreach, legal education, and 

collaboration with other veterans’ advocacy services. 

This includes conducting legal information clinics and 

partnering with groups such as the Veterans Service 

Commission, VA Health Centers, and Veteran 

Treatment Courts in Toledo and Dayton. 

9
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The Ombudsman program continued to provide coordinated 

transition services through the HOME Choice Program. 

Administered through the Ohio Department of Medicaid, 

the HOME Choice Program assists older adults and persons 

with disabilities to move from nursing homes into home and 

community-based settings. 

Transition services include locating housing, setting up a 

household, and coordinating community-based services. Staff 

assisted 38 HOME Choice clients including 17 who successfully 

transitioned back into the community.

HOME CHOICE PROGRAM

ABLE’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program was awarded 

a grant through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services (CMS) to expand the Ombudsman program’s services 

to MyCare Ohio beneficiaries, including outreach, consumer 

empowerment through education, complaint investigation, and 

person-centered complaint resolution. 

In 2016, ABLE Ombudsmen spent more than 200 hours 

working on MyCare Ohio cases by coordinating the benefits 

offered through the Medicaid and Medicare programs. Their 

efforts helped to improve the overall health and wellbeing of 

the individual while also improving healthcare quality and 

outcomes, as well as containing costs. 

MYCARE OHIO

ABLE LONG-TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

Serving as a voice for some of the most vulnerable members of our community, ABLE’s Long-Term Care 

Ombudsman Program advocates for all residents of nursing homes and adult care facilities, and for 

consumers receiving in-home care services. The Ombudsman Program seeks resolution of problems and 

empowerment of residents to improve their quality of life and care. In 2016, the Long-Term Care Ombudsman 

Program provided assistance to more than 3,500 individuals. Staff worked on 538 cases involving 811 various 

complaints. The most frequent complaint was involuntary discharge and evictions from long-term care facilities. 

Additionally, Ombudsman staff made presentations to approximately 500 staff members of long-term care 

providers, and participated in numerous community education presentations and events. 

ombudsman.ablelaw.org10
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John Bombrys
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Erin Brady

Paula Brown-Gray

Alexandra Carter

Traci Doran

Maryan Eitniear

DONNA’S STORY

Ombudsman Program Secures Ramp Repairs, Making Home Safe 

Donna enjoyed living in her own home and getting out into the community 

whenever she could, despite using a wheelchair. When her ramp became 

deteriorated and dangerous to use, however, coming and going became 

a threat to Donna’s safety. An ABLE Ombudsman working with MyCare 

Ohio advocated for Donna with her healthcare plan provider, and 

succeeded in securing the repairs Donna needed. With her ramp 

now intact, Donna is able to safely access her community 

with confidence. 
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Angelo Gangas
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Katie Kilgore

Jewell Lightner

Sheri Luedtke

Dolly Marinelli
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Volunteer associate ombudsmen play a significant role in providing education and advocacy for consumers of long-term care. These 

volunteers conduct regular presence visits to many long-term care facilities, educating residents about their rights and empowering them 

to take action. Volunteer associates conducted 1,218 advocacy visits, making 9,431 contacts with long-term care consumers. Volunteer 

associates contributed 2,389 hours working toward resolution in 187 cases. 
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Katie Oniell
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Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF)

Legal Services Corporation (LSC) (LAWO only)

Other Grants & Contracts

Fundraising & Special Events

Miscellaneous Income & Gain on Investments 

Subtotal

Transfer to Reserves

Total

 $3,675,112

$3,193,771

$3,526,435

$428,178

$67,762

$10,891,258

$444,132

$10,447,126

SUPPORT & REVENUE
Compensation & Benefits

Operating Costs

Contract Services

Travel, Support & Training

Miscellaneous

Total

$8,177,152

$1,494,010

$473,789

$243,782

$58,393

$10,447,126

EXPENSES & EXPENDITURES

This report is related to ABLE and LAWO’s operations budget and does not include revenue or expenses related to depreciation, the 

Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice, or the Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio.

2016 OPERATING REVENUES & EXPENDITURES

1%

5%

34%

29%
32%

4%

78%14%

1%
2%
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Thanks to the generous response of our donors, ABLE and LAWO are able to continue providing critical civil legal services to those in 

our community who cannot afford legal help. Your support is an investment in the present and future of our legal aid firms. We are 

very grateful to the individuals, law firms, foundations, and organizations that chose to contribute to LAWO and ABLE among their 2016 

charitable donations. The collective impact of your donations has never been greater, nor has the need for your support.

ANNUAL CAMPAIGNS

ABLE and LAWO

are pleased to report 

100%
giving by their staff and 

Boards of Trustees.

(MIAMI VALLEY CAMPAIGN 
FOR EQUAL JUSTICE 

INCLUDES JUSTICE ON TAP!  
AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE 

AWARDS GALA)

13

2016  
MIAMI VALLEY 

CAMPAIGN FOR 
EQUAL JUSTICE

$170,000

2016  
NORTHWEST OHIO 

JUSTICE FOR  
ALL CAMPAIGN

$241,000
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JusticeForAllCampaign.org14

This is the third year for the combined 

Justice for All Campaign, a united 

fundraising effort among LAWO, the 

Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono 

Legal Services Program, and ABLE. 

The Justice for All Campaign allows 

our donors to support what matters 

most—making equal justice a reality in 

northwest Ohio. Thank you on behalf 

of our clients whose lives are greatly 

improved as a result of your support!

2016 NORTHWEST OHIO JUSTICE FOR ALL CAMPAIGN
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Vivienne’s traffickers promised her a better-paying job and the chance to go to school in America. 

What they gave her when she arrived from Malawi was a brutal life of domestic servitude. For 

more than two years, Vivienne endured physical, sexual and psychological abuse. Attorneys 

from ABLE became part of Vivienne’s rescue team. They helped Vivienne acquire a T Visa 

so she could continue living and working in the United States. They also represented 

her while Vivienne assisted with a federal investigation of her traffickers. Vivienne stills 

deals with the physical and psychological effects of her trauma. Yet she has built 

a wonderful life for herself, achieving self-sufficiency through her job and 

continuing on the path to citizenship.

VIVIENNE’S STORY

Allotta & Farley Co., L.P.A.

Anspach Meeks Ellenberger, LLP

Eastman & Smith, Ltd.

Goranson Parker & Bella Co., L.P.A.
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Gifts $1,000 or higher
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Frederickson, Heintschel & King Co, LPA

Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault & Schaffer Co., L.P.A.

Goranson Parker & Bella Co., L.P.A.

Groth & Associates

100% Attorney Participation

LaValley, LaValley, Todak & Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
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Ellenberger LLP

W. David Arnold &  
Patricia J. Robb

Sandra Kay Bashore

Jenifer A. Belt

R. Jeffrey &  
Kathleen R. Bixler

Cheri A. Budzynski

Robert W. Cabanski

Steven P. Collier

David J. Coyle

Eastman & Smith, Ltd.

Ellen & Guillermo Bernal 
Family Foundation

Rick Goheen

Goranson Parker &  
Bella Co., L.P.A.

Michael J. Heben

Joseph M. Heckendorn

Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.

LaValley, LaValley, Todak  
& Schaefer Co., L.P.A.

Richard G. LaValley, Jr.

Margaret J. Lockhart

John N. MacKay &  
Cynthia L. Rerucha

Malone, Ault & Farell

Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Michael S. McGowan

Frank S. Merritt

Andrew & Jena Miller

Martin E. Mohler

Susan Hartman Muska

Thomas G. Pletz

Reminger Attorneys at Law

Rohrbachers Cron  
Manahan Trimble & 
Zimmerman Co., L.P.A.

Meghan Anderson Roth

Scott J. Savage

Thomas J. Schaffer

Scheidel Foundation

Rolf H. Scheidel

John J. Siciliano

Robert V. &  
Leslie F. Sterling

Joseph R. Tafelski &  
Jennifer Teschner

Thacker Robinson Zinz LPA

Joseph P. Thacker

Widman & Franklin LLC

Thurgood Marshall  
Giving Society
$5,000 or higher

Dana Corporate 
Foundation

Marc S. Levin &  
Terrell Allen

Owens Illinois Fund of the 
Charities Foundation

Philip & Johnna McWeeny

The LaValley Foundation

Thomas L. Young

Leadership
$2,000 to $4,999

Cary Rodman Cooper

Jingle Balls Band

Russell A. Kelm &  
Pamela S. Kallner

Stephen C. Roach

Shumaker, Loop &  
Kendrick, LLP

Hon. Thomas J. &  
Elizabeth Tucker

Mechelle Zarou
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Supporting
$300 to $499

Heather L. Allred

Mag. Vernelis K. Armstrong

Janine T. Avila

Mr. & Mrs. William I. 
Barkan

Thomas C. Blank

James G. Burkhardt

Jonathan B. Cherry

Mark A. Conrad

Stuart F. Cubbon

Scott G. Deller

Randall C. Dixon

Michael E. Dockins

Thomas S. Douglas

J. Randall Engwert

Janis E. Susalla Foley

Gregory Gilchrist

Eileen M. Granata

Lisa A. Grego

Gregory J. Hamel

Anastasia & Paul Hanson

Heban, Sommer & 
Murphree, LLC

Michael E. Heffernan

Dorothy J. Hill

Scot Hinshaw

Vaughn A. Hoblet, Sr.

Humanity Day Fund 
Toledo Municipal Court

Marvin K. Jacobs

Gary & Jeanne Johns

Daniel J. LaValley

Barry Francis Luse

Nicholas D. Malone

Gary & Beverly McBride

Sarah Ann McHugh

Agnieszka McPeak

Meredith L. Mercurio

Mark Nicholas Mogavero

Carter P. Neff

Charles D. Niehaus

John R. Polofka

Bonnie R. Rankin

Jon D. Richardson

Peter G. Rost

Robert S. Salem

Mag. Bradley E. Sales

Steven R. Smith

Tyrone Sturdivant

Dr. Warren &  
Patricia Tipton

J. Michael Vassar

Richard S. Walinski

Carasusana Wall

Lucinda J. Weller

Tybo A. Wilhelms

Brian R. Williams

Patricia A. Wise &  
David Francisco

James E. Yavorcik

Kurt M. Young

Hon. Connie F. & 
Hon. Norman G. 
Zemmelman

Hon. Jack Zouhary 
& Kathleen Maher 
Zouhary

Advocate
$100 to $299
Norman A. Abood

Howard & Sarah Abts

Albrechta & Coble Ltd.

Anonymous

Robert M. Anspach

Roman Arce

Gregory L. Arnold

Jonathan M. Ashton

M. Scott Aubry

Tim A. Ault

Laurie J. Avery

Wendy Maria Aviña

David R. Bainbridge

C. William Bair

C. Philip Baither, III

Chad R. Baker

Barber, Kaper, Stamm, 
Robinson & McWatters

Mark S. & Asha W. Barnes

John C. Barron

D. Benjamin Barros &  
Jody Lynn King

Barry and Feit

Thomas & Victoria Bartlett

Cynthia Lynne Battles

Margaret G. Beck

Gayle K. Beier

Sharon Stine Beightol

Paul T. Belazis

Michael D. Bell

Wayne W. Biggert

Pamela K. Billmaier

Mag. John A. Blaufuss

John H. Boggs

Ryan H. Boggs

Samuel G. Bolotin

Michael A. Bonfiglio

Aleta M. Bonini

Charles M. Boss

Theodore A. Bowman

Vallie Bowman-English

Thomas D. Brainard

Juanita Brittian

Susan Lizabeth Brotje

Phillip D. Browarsky

Emily Montgomery Brown

Marcus J. Brubaker

David A. Bryan

George Brymer, Jr.

John H. Burson

Thomas E. Cafferty

Susan L. Carter

James D. Caruso

Shelley Cavalieri &  
Andrew Heller

Aneel Chablani &  
L. Kate Mitchell

Byron S. Choka

A. Thomas Christensen

Michael S. Clawson

Joseph K. Cole

Pariss Michael Coleman, II

Robert J. Comes

Kimberly A. Conklin

William M. Connelly

D. Rod Cooper

Corpus Christi  
University Parish

C. Craig Covrett

Ellen Coyle

Julie Coyle

Peggy Coyle

Steven L. Crossmock

Angelita Cruz Bridges & 
Jonathan Bridges

Hon. Denise Navarre 
Cubbon

John Czarnecki

Stephen M. Dane

Michael P. Dansack, Jr.

Gabrielle Davis

Joseph P. Dawson

Crecia Decker

Katherine Stone Decker

Meredith S. Decker

Michelle Denner

Gregory B. Denny

Ralph DeNune, III

Charlon Kaye Dewberry

ABLE • LAWO • TBA
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Peter A. Dewhirst

Theresa R. DeWitt

Cassandra M. Dohar

Philip L. Dombey

Brandi L. Doniere

Michael D. Dorf

Kathleen M. Druckenmiller

James A. Duggan

David C. Durst

Michael A. Dzienny

William C. Eickholt

Richard F. Ellenberger

Matthew Ellingson

Bradley C. Elrod

Dale R. Emch

Gregg W. Emch

Donna M. Engwert-Loyd

Katherine Erford

Erie County Bar Association

Dr. James E. Evans

Gregory C. Farell

James V. Ferris

William G. Fischer

John B. Fisher

Vivian C. Folk

Paul D. Frankel

Hon. Ruth Ann Franks

Craig F. Frederickson

Amy Lynn Fry

Patricia Fugee

Sharon M. Fulop

Jack G. Fynes

Thomas W. Gallagher

Rosa Garcia

Thomas M. George

LLewellyn J. Gibbons

Ted C. Gillespie

Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.

Hon. George M. Glasser

Martin E. Goff

Michael A. Gonzalez

William H. Gosline

Hon. Michael R. Goulding

Cheryl L. Green

R. Kevin Greenfield

Stevin J. Groth

Jenna G. Grubb

Elizabeth J. Hall

Heather L. Hall

Hon. Peter M. &  
Claudia Handwork

Harold M. Hanna

Dick & Patricia Hanusz

Gary M. Harden

Paul Harrington

Stephen D. Hartman

Pamela A. Hayman-
Weaner

Thomas W. Heintschel

Tom R. Helberg

Patricia Y. Hernandez

Scott Herr

Nicholas W. Hetzer

Benjamin Zimmer 
Heywood

Lewis & Gloria Hinshaw

Martin Joseph Holmes, Sr.

James H. Holzhauer

Catherine Griffing 
Hoolahan

Kaitlin L. Hoop

Timothy J. Horne

John L. Huffman

Sandra Marie Hylant

Patricia Shordt Intagliata

James H. Irmen

Austin K. Irving

Frank D. Jacobs

Paul A. Jarrell &  
Mary B. Lynch Jarrell

Debra M. &  
Rainier Jennings

Joseph P. Jordan

Regina M. Joseph

Kevin & JoEllen Joyce

Cherrefe A. Kadri

Richard A. Karcher

Kevin J. Kenney

Richard M. Kerger

Kenneth K. Kilbert

Douglas W. King

Cindy M. Kirby

Marci L. Klumb

Jessica Knouse

Robert A. Koenig

Kathleen W. Kolodgy

Alan S. Konop

Gerald R. Kowalski

Michelle L. Kranz

Paul & Carol Kraus

David L. Kuhl

Jon A. Lafferty

Bradley J. Lagusch

Frank J. Landry

Hon. Joshua W. Lanzinger

Steven K. Lauer

Peter N. Lavalette

Tammy Geiger Lavalette

Elizabeth A. LaValley

Phillip H. Lee

Lisa Leis

Robert M. Leonardi

Anita Levin

Marilyn Brenner Levine

Jon Brent Liebenthal

John M. Liming

Carla A. Lombardo

Brett Loney &  
Amy Waskowiak

Jacob M. Lowenstein

Jay J. Lowenstein

Thomas A. Lupica

Mariella M. Machen

Ann Maciejewski

Thomas G. Mackin

Daniel J. Maloney

William T. Maloney

Marsha Ann Manahan

Steven Edward Marcus

Catherine B. Martineau

Veronica L. Martinez

Andrew R. Masse

Kenneth J. Mauer

Hon. Christine E. Mayle

C. Thomas McCarter

Timothy C. McCarthy

Hon. C. Allen McConnell

Hon. Frederick H. 
McDonald

Tom McDonald &  
Liz Facey

Peter J. McHugh

Dr. A. John McSweeny

Jevne C. Meader

Sara L. Meinecke

Estela Melendez

Michael S. Messenger

William G. Meyer

Edward T. Mohler

Eugenio Mollo, Jr. &  
David P. Mann

James E. Morgan

James M. Morton, Jr.

Gail C. Munson

Dan Nathan

Jacqueline Susanne 
NathanJusticeForAllCampaign.org18
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Nancy Nava-Wade

Ean T. Nelson

James D. Neumeyer

Adam Scott Nightingale

Drew A. Nitschke

Stephen D. Nitschke

David W. Nunn

James G. O'Brien

Jeremiah O'Brien

David L. &  
Katherine R. O'Connell

Lindsey K. Ohlman

Marsha Olivarez

Gary W. Osborne

Hon. S. Dwight Osterud

Nathan T. Oswald

Patrick P. Pacella

Laurie J. Pangle

Rudolph A.  
Peckinpaugh, Jr.

James M. Perlman

B. Janelle Butler Phifer

Lisa E. Pizza

Nicole B. Porter

Gail M. Purdie

Joyce Quinlivan

Brian W. Randolph

Geoffrey Rapp

Deborah Rasmusson

Joan H. Rife

Buzz Roberts

Marvin A. Robon

John M. Roca

G. Opie Rollison

Jane E. Roman

Mark H. Rose

Breanne M. Rubin

Sally Rumbaugh

Stephen M. Sadowski

Charles H. Sallah

Denise Ford Saxon

Michael S. Scalzo

Hon. Lynn H. Schaefer & 
Stephen Schaefer

James E. Schaefer

Charles R. Schaub

Thomas L. Schlachter

Thomas G. Schlageter

David G. Schlaudecker

Philip L. Schmidt

Bruce S. Schoenberger

Donald A. Schurr

Robert M. Scott

John D. Scouten

Rebecca C. Sechrist

Jennifer Seifried

Susan Kay Sharkey

Catherine Sheets

Gregory J. &  
Rebecca E. Shope

Julie Shope

Jean Ann S. Sieler

Peter R. Silverman

David J. Simko

Jeffrey Simmons

Hon. Arlene S. Singer

Sarah K. Skow

Anthony P. Sloma

Wendy S. Smith

Stephen J. Snider

Thomas A. Sobecki

Scott E. Spencer

Steven Paul Spitler

Stephen J. Stanford

Thomas R. Stebbins

Harold M. Steinberg

Daniel J. Steinbock

Rebecca J. Steinhauser

Sarah E. Stephens

Aly Sterling Philanthropy

Robert D. Strauss

David P. Strup

Barbara J. Stutz

James A. Sulewski

Fear dominated Shauna’s life—fear of her abusive spouse, and fear for her children’s 

safety if she tried to leave him. A victim advocate suggested Shauna contact legal 

aid for help. The safety planning offered by a Legal Aid attorney was a critical 

first step in Shauna’s pathway out of fear. With her attorney’s help, Shauna filed 

for divorce. Her attorney negotiated a resolution of the case that granted 

Shauna full custody of her children and child support, as well as a fair 

division of marital property. Now, instead of living in fear, Shauna and 

her children are moving on with their lives.

SHAUNA’S STORY
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Friend
Up to $99

John & Mary Adams

Jaime Lynn Agnew

Alfred Albright, Jr.

Yousef L. Aliakbar

Jacques G. Amar

Kathy J. Amon

Joyce Anagnos

Carl W. Anderson

James C. Anderson

Todd Phillip Anderson

Jennifer J. Antonini

Clare Cass Armbruster

Brittany H. Asmus

Gregory E. Bakies

Christopher Bates, M.D.

Steven Bechtel

Julie Beckert

Jennifer Behnfeldt

Carmen Beltran

Michael J. Berebitsky

Richard L. Berry, Jr.

Kaser Sabiha Bhatti

Jessica L. Bilius

Robert Blumenthal

Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley

Janet Boswell

Lois A. Bowlus

Michael W. Bragg

Timothy F. Braun

James A. Brebberman

Laura Breyman

Marcia Briggs

Anne Marie Brossia

Gracie G. Brown

Timothy J. Brown

Michael E. Bryant

Dr. Anne E. Bullerjahn

Connie Calmes Szakovits

Donna Canino

Craig Carmean

Patrick B. Cavanaugh

C. Fred Charpie III

Dawn T. Christen

Stephen D. Christman

Eddie M. Cole

Robert Cole

Robert J. Comes

George J. Conklin

Amanda L. Coyle

Nancy Coyle

Sabrina Crabtree

Stephen Herbert Demuth

David A. Dennis

Jonathan F. Dinan

Anthony B. DiSalle

John P. Dombrowski

Renisa Annette Dorner

Lisa Dorsten

Tim A. Dugan

Paul Hanley Duggan

Hon. Myron Colbie  
Duhart, II

Mara Rendina Eppler

Gretchen T. H. Esselstein

Stephen P. Evans

Rebecca Anne Facey

Dr. Thomas H. Fine

Elizabeth M. Foley

Michelle Francis

Susan & Jonathan Frantz

Nicole Garai

M. Catherine  
Garcia-Feehan

Mitchell E. Garner

Corinne Gaubert

Marin Gaubert

Henry J. Geha, III

Patricia Geraghty

Mark C. Geudtner

Gary M. Golden

Juanita Gonzalez

C. Drew Griffith

Teresa Grigsby

Toby Grytafey

Christine Mary Haar

Mark M. Hamilton

Drew A. Hanna

Heidi N. Hartman

Angie Hartzell

Andrew Heberling

Richard W. Heck

Mark R. Heller

David T. Henderson

Zachary J. &  
Holly L. Hillyer

Monica Y. Hoskins

Valerie Bruce Hovland

Elisa A. Huss-Hage

Chester R. Imes

Margaret Irwin

Anne Marie Izzi

Natalie Jo Jackson

Edward A. Janak

James R. Jeffery

Carrie A. Johnson

Gary M. Sutter

Joan C. Szuberla

Michael Tafelski

Nirakar Chand Thakur, Jr.

The Andersons

Steven Timonere

Kimberly J. Todd

Kelly J. Tomlinson

Barbara Trimmer &  
Frank Ayers

Jose Trujillo

Trust Company of Toledo

Joseph W. Tucker

Robert C. Tucker

Craig J. Van Horsten

Melissa M. VanGessel

Carmen Vega-Pérez

Gregory H. Wagoner

Mark D. Wagoner, Jr.

Joseph M. Walsh

Glenn Wasielewski

Linde Hurst Webb

Jennifer Wedge

Robert Weinberg

Margaret M. Weisenburger

David W. Wicklund

Julia Smith Wiley

Douglas A. Wilkins

Williams DeClark 
Tuschman Co. LPA

Vernos J. Williams

Lane D. Williamson

C. Gary Wilson

Laura A. Wilson

Sara L. Wisniewski

Dennis P. Witherell

Richard E. & 
Cheryl F. Wolff

Daniel A. & Robin Worline

Cynthia M. Zalewski

Yolanda Zepeda

Rebecca E. Zietlow

Roger K. Zimmerman

Christopher Adam 
Zografides

David W. Zoll

Thomas G. Zraik

Michael J. Zychowicz
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2016 NORTHWEST OHIO JUSTICE FOR ALL CAMPAIGN



21

Richard L. Johnson

Scott A. Johnson

Stephen B. Johnston

Mag. Paul Jomantas

Brian C. Kalas

John C. Keenehan

Janet G. Keener

Rachel Kenney

Roger P. Klee

Patricia J. Kleeberger

Aaron L. Kovacs

Louis S. Kovacs

Rob Krain

John Kraus

Jeffrey C. Kuhn

Todd J. Kuhn

Patricia Hayden Kurt

John A. Landry

Chris LaRocco

Melissa S. LaRocco

Allison M. Lawrence

Michael & Elizabeth Leeds

Tanya R. Likens

Nicolas A. Linares

Mark S. Lindberg

James F. Machen

John T. Madigan

Albert A. Maginley

Lisa L. Mantel

Christopher D. Marriott

Denise Martin

Irma Martinez

Olivia Mata

Susan D. McClay

Deborah McCloskey

Marianne McCluskey

Jennifer A. McHugh

Benjamin McMurray & 
Noreen Hanlon

Mark Douglas Meeks

Amanda L. Mercer

Joseph & Joan Mercurio

J. Peter Millon

Jane Mintun

Aaron D. Misthal

Geraldine Moore

Magistrate Maria Morgan

John A. Naayers

Timothy P. Nackowicz

Fadi Victor Nahhas

Amy McLean Natyshak

Shawn Nelson

Susan B. Nelson

Kathleen Newman

James F. Nooney

Rebecca A. Nowak

Joan L. O’Connell

Said Orra

Arturo Ortiz

John K. Pardee, III

Jennifer Parks

Tania J. Park-Thomas

Cathie G. Patterson

Douglas V. Pavelko

Sarah E. Pawlicki

Kara Wanstrath Perry

David L. Petitjean

Hon. Donald Z. Petroff

Michael J. Podolsky

Milton E. Pommeranz

Stacey Premo

Hon. Jack R. Puffenberger

Ann M. Pulford

Paul A. Radon

Hon. M. Scott Ramey

Fidel Ramos, Jr.

Paul Redrup

James B. Restivo

Kent D. Riesen

Megan L. Rospert

Karen Rothman

Bonnie Clara Rowe

Jesus R. Salas

Sally Salazar

Emily C. Samlow

Mary L. Sawers

Bryan Schermerhorn

Stefanie A. Schoviak

Daniel Sczesny

Dr. Ruth E. Searles

Mark Allan Shaw

James P. Silk, Jr.

Lisa Dawn Small

David M. Smigelski

Lindy Marie Smith

Brenda Snyder

Carol A. Sobczak

Deborah K. Spychalski

Nicholas T. Stack

Harold L. Stevens

Christopher Stieben

Ron Stoner

Jeffrey Mark Stopar

Peggy Mattimoe Sturgeon

Marie E. Suplica

Jeffrey W. Swiech

Stephen M. Szuch

George A. Thomas

Joseph M. Thomson

Lafayette E. Tolliver

An Ton

Thomas & Joan  
Van Auken

Julita L. Varner

Laura Vogtsberger  
de Rivera

Larry A. Wagner

David A. Wallingford

John S. Wasung

Bradley R. Waugh

Jolisa S. Webb

William H. Webster

Jessica Weinberg

John F. Wetli

Emily Ciecka Wilcheck

Donna J Williamson

LaTanya R. Wilson

Jonathan J. Winters

David G. Wise

Joseph L. Wittenberg

Fairie L. Woods

Karen Wu

Elizabeth Yaklin

Judith Yaklin

Michael Yaklin

Sara J. Yaklin

John William Yerman, Jr.

Lisa E. Young

Lami H. Youssef-Coyle

Lisa Zapata

Maria Zapiecki

Nicolle Zinck

Ralph C. Zychowicz
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GIFTS IN MEMORIAM OR HONOR OF

In memory of  
Hon. David A. Katz

Mag. Vernelis K. Armstrong
Renisa A. Dorner
Ralph DeNune, III
Teresa Grigsby

In honor of  
David Koeninger

Rebecca E. Zeitlow

In honor of  
Eddie M. Cole, Esq.

Kathy J. Amon

In honor of  
Hon. William J. Skow  
& Felicia E. Skow

Sarah K. Skow

In honor of  
Jack & Lynne Carmean

Craig Carmean

In honor of  
James Nooney, Esq.

Valerie Bruce Hovland

In honor of  
Joseph R. Tafelski

Stephen M. Dane

In honor of Martin Mohler

Catherine Sheets

In honor of  
Mary Ann Cooper

Richard S. Walinski
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.

In honor of Sara Yaklin

Michael Yaklin

In honor of those who do 
the work of legal aid

Lewis & Gloria Hinshaw

In memory of  
Aaron Scott Dortman

Carasusana Wall

In memory of  
Allan J. Chabler

Michael D. Dorf

In memory of  
Catherine Robb Husen

Denise Martin

In memory of  
Cathleen Coyle Johns

Nancy Coyle

In memory of  
Clara M. Johnson

Richard L. Johnson

In memory of  
Dan Hedgcock

Jennifer Parks

In memory of  
David A. Ward &  
Hon. David Katz

Randall C. Dixon

In memory of David Baker

Rebecca Anne Facey

In memory of  
David J. Fickel, Esq.

James G. Burkhardt

In memory of  
David R. Goldberg

Stuart J. Goldberg

In memory of  
David S. Kirk

Austin K. Irving

In memory of  
Hon. Francis C. Restivo

Hon. Jack R. Puffenberger

In memory of  
Hon. William J. Skow

Martin E. Mohler

In memory of  
Hon. Robert W. Penn

Hon. Myron C. Duhart, II

In memory of  
Michael G. Sanderson

James F. White, Jr.

John H. Burson

Jack G. Fynes

In memory of  
Richard G. LaValley, Sr.

LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., L.P.A.

Richard G. LaValley, Jr.

Michael J. Todak

In memory of  
Thomas I. Webb, Jr.

M. Scott Aubry

In memory of  
Merritt (Tim) Green, II

Scott M. Abrams

W. David Arnold &  
Patricia J. Robb

Robert A. Brown

Joan Uhl Browne

David S. Dana

Joseph P. Dawson

Walter Gallagher

Barb & Tom Gearhart

Jim & Lucy Gerlach

Gary and Jeanne Johns

Frank & Mary Ellen Kane

Jim and Heide Klein

Jack M. Lenavitt

Lublin Sussman Group, LLP

Cheryl C. Lutz

Frank S. Merritt

Philip M. Rice

Jason Richardson

Jon D. Richardson

Gene & Barbara Riser

Sandra B. Scherf

John Schreiner

Ben & Judy Sidran

George & Laura Stamos

Megan M. Stamos

Mary K. Stark

Robert D. Ward

Hon. Mary Ann Whipple

Edson & June Whipple

Sheldon S. Wittenberg

David & Bonnie Wolfe

In honor of  
Jessica Ramos

Abigail Haake

In honor of  
Eugenio Mollo, Jr.

Amy McLean Natyshak

In honor of  
Maribel Trujillo & Family

Rory Boyle

Andrew Fallat

Kendy Phillips

In honor of Matt Currie

Daniel J. Thomas

In honor of  
Dr. Robert Putnam

A.J. Wagner

In honor of Young Dems 
Social Hour – Dayton

Marshall Weil
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2016 ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER

More than 550 people were in attendance at the 17th Access to Justice Awards Dinner, held 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at The Pinnacle in Maumee. The purpose of the Access to Justice 

Awards is to celebrate the great work of legal aid and pro bono programs in our community; 

to increase critical financial support for legal services to the poor; to recognize individuals and 

organizations for their extraordinary service in the public interest; and to hear from a prominent 

national leader on the importance of equal access to justice in our society. We were pleased that 

the comments made by our keynote speaker, Wil Haygood, reiterated the importance of the work 

and services we provide to low-income people in our community. Wil is the author of The Butler 

and Showdown: Thurgood Marshall and the Supreme Court Nomination That Changed America. 

At the dinner, we had an opportunity to honor Rochelle A. Abou-Arraj, Michael D. Hampton, Hon. Connie F. Zemmelman, and  

Michael J. Todak for their great contributions to equal justice in our community. Our honorees are evidence that individuals and 

organizations can make a difference in the lives of significant numbers of people.

Hon. Connie F. Zemmelman
Distinguished Service Award

Michael D. Hampton 
Community Advocacy Award 

Rochelle A. Abou-Arraj
Public Interest Law Award

Michael J. Todak
Distinguished Service Award
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Steering Committee  •  Co-chairs

Steering Committee  •  Committee  Members

Selection Committee
Hon. James Barber

Lenora Barry

Vallie Bowman-English

Pete Gerken

Richard LaValley, Jr.

Barb Martin

Guisselle Mendoza

Sponsors
Senior Partner
Comfortline

LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., L.P.A.

Mercy

Partner
Owens Corning

Owens-Illinois

Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick, LLP

The Trust Company  
of Toledo

Associate
Anspach Meeks 

Ellenberger, LLP

Area Office on Aging of 
Northwestern Ohio

R. Jeffrey &  
Kathleen R. Bixler

The Blade

Buckeye CableSystem

Contrada & Associates

Dana Holding Corporation

Eastman & Smith Ltd.

2016 ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER

Ann M. McCauley

Martin B. Morrissey

Thomas W. Palmer

John J. Siciliano

E. James Stengle, III

Robert V. Sterling

Thomas P. Timmers

Carrie L. Urrutia

Patricia A. Wise

Richard E. Wolff

Pamela Borgess Margaret J. Lockhart

Heather L. Allred

Margaret G. Beck

William J. Bingle

David J. Coyle

Gretchen S. DeBacker

Dale R. Emch

Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.

Peter N. Lavalette

Marc S. Levin

Marilyn J. Brenner Levine

Hon. Christine E. Mayle

Fulton County Bar 
Association and Fulton 
County Law Library

Gallon Takacs Boissoneault 
& Schaffer Co., L.P.A.

Gilmore, Jasion &  
Mahler, LTD

H.O.T. Printing & Graphics

Law Enforcement Trust 
Fund, Julia Bates, Lucas 
County Prosecutor

Lucas Metropolitan 
Housing Authority

Malone, Ault & Farell

Marathon Petroleum 
Company, LLC

Marshall & Melhorn, LLC

Murray & Murray Co., LPA

Niehaus, Wise & Kalas, Ltd.

ProMedica

RCO Law
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“I want every black mother at her kitchen table to 
be able to look at her young daughter or young 
son and say, it is possible for you someday to 
make it on to the U.S. Supreme Court.”

WIL HAYGOOD

Thacker Martinsek, LLP

Toledo Bar Association

Toledo Community 
Foundation

UBS Financial Services

University of Toledo 
College of Law

Zoll & Kranz, LLC

Contributor
2-SCALE

Ability Center of  
Greater Toledo

Greenfield, Killam & 
Frank, Ltd.

Maloney, McHugh and 
Kolodgy, Ltd.

Weber & Sterling LLC

Widman & Franklin LLC

Donations
Angela Abbatiello

ACT Ohio  
(Matthew A. Szollosi)

Mary Jane Flores

The Image Group

Hon. Denise McColley

John Stelzer

Michael Vanderhorst

Sheldon S. Wittenberg

NPI - Neighborhood 
Properties, Inc.

Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation

PATHWAY

First American  
Title Company

Rankin Law Office, LLC

Relman, Dane &  
Colfax, PLLC

Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.

State Bank and Trust 
Company

E. James Stengle

Joseph R. Tafelski & 
Jennifer Teschner

Thurgood Marshall  
Law Association

Toledo Fair Housing 
Center

Toledo Journal

Supporter
Adelante, the Latino 

Resource Center Inc.

Allotta | Farley Co., LPA

Alzheimer’s Association,

Northwest Ohio Chapter

American Interiors

Borgess Law, LLC

Esteban R. Callejas

Cherry Street Mission 
Ministries

Cooper Tire

Glass City Federal  
Credit Union

Hylant Group

KeyBank

John F. Kolbeck

Kevin C. Mulder

Special Thanks
Brenda Belair-Vandegrift, 

H.O.T. Printing & Graphics

Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley

Susan Frantz,  
Emergent Design Ideas

Brooke Genson, 
H.O.T. Printing & Graphics

Ean Nelson

Carmen Vega-Perez

ABLE • LAWO • TBA

Toledo Lucas County 
Public Library

Toledo Women’s Bar 
Association

Waterford Bank

Tybo & Mary Jo Wilhelms

Wood County Bar 
Association

25
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RACE4JUSTICE

The 2016 Race4Justice drew close to 

150 runners and walkers. Proceeds 

from the Race are designated to help 

ABLE’s Medical-Legal Partnership for 

Children program serve more children 

and families. 

Steering Committee
Co-chairs
Dorian Slaybod

Jason Van Dam

Steering Committee
Committee  Members
Heather Hall

Andrew Miller

Colleen Neary

Stephen Nitschke

Emily Samlow

Karl Strauss

George Thomas

Robert Tucker

Lucinda Weller

Race4Justice.org26

Champion for Justice
HCR ManorCare 

RCO Law—Robison 
Curphey & O’Connell 

Volunteers
Kristen Angelo

W. David Arnold

Jennifer Behnfeldt

Aneel Chablani

James Bingle

Rosa Garcia

Heather Hall 

Holly Hillyer

Melissa LaRocco

Andrew Miller

Dan Nathan

Colleen Neary

Neary Family

Stephen Nitschke

Rebecca Nowak

Cathie Patterson

B. Janelle Butler Phifer

Andi Pietraszak

Tonya Robinson

Emily Samlow

Sarah Skow

Dorian Slaybod

Karl Strauss

George Thomas

Kelly Tomlinson

Robert Tucker

Jason Van Dam

Julita Varner

Lucinda Weller

Weller Family

Kirsten Winek

Karen Wu

Kelsey Zenz

RACE4JUSTICE SPONSORS

Advocate for Justice 
Anspach Meeks  

Ellenberger LLP

Brooks Insurance

Kisling, Nestico & Redick

LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
Schaefer Co., LPA

Shumaker, Loop & 
Kendrick, LLP

Thacker Robinson Zinz

Supporter for Justice
Connelly & Collier LLP

Cubbon and Associates 
Co., LPA

MacMillan, Sobanski & 
Todd, LLC

Groth & Associates

Friend for Justice
Andria Dorsten-Ebert

Charles E. Boyk  
Law Offices

Casey & Slaybod

Aneel Chablani &  
L. Kate Mitchell

Eagle Strategies— 
Kate Kelley

Cathy Garcia-Feehan

Gallon, Takacs, 
Boissoneault & 
Schaffer Co., LPA

Heather Hall

Susan Hartman Muska

Kalniz Iorio & Feldstein

Kerger & Hartman

Lasalle Cleaners

Mayle, Ray, & Mayle, LLC

Mercy Health

Kevin Mulder

Mohler Law

Sarah Skow

Barbara Stutz

Joseph R. Tafelski & 
Jennifer Teschner
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CORPORATE COUNSEL LEGAL AID FUND

Lisa Ann Amend  •  Marathon Petroleum Company

Larry A. Barden  •  Sidley Austin, LLP

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP  •  Neil J. Whitford

Omar Chaudhary  •  Owens Corning

Covington & Burling LLP  •  Peter Flanagan

Crowell & Moring LLP  •  Scott Winkelman

David C. Durst  •  Dana Incorporated

Focus Business Solutions, Inc.  •  James Clarke

Gary M. Golden  •  Dana Incorporated

Joseph M. Heckendorn  •  Dana Incorporated

Hunton & Williams LLP  •  Kevin Georgerian

Hylant Group

Stephen K. Krull  •  Miller Diversified

Latham & Watkins, LLP  •  Howard Rosendlatt

The Corporate Counsel Legal Aid Fund was created to involve more corporate and in-house attorneys in supporting the work of ABLE 

and LAWO. This fund is used to support a full-time attorney with the Medical-Legal Partnership for Children in Toledo. Thank you to our 

generous corporate counsel donors and their companies. 

Marc S. Levin & Terrell Allen  •  Dana Incorporated

Douglas H. Liedberg  •  Dana Incorporated

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP  •  Timothy W. Levin

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP  •  John J. O'Neil

Rehmann Comprehensive Financial Services  •  Paul Abendroth

Tina R. Schlievert  •  Dana Incorporated

Bonnie Schneider  •  Dana Incorporated

Sidley Austin LLP  •  Timothy F. Bergen

Robert W. Spencer, Jr.  •  Dana Incorporated

Joseph A. Stancati  •  Enstar 

Catherine White  •  The Andersons, Inc.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati  Foundation  •  Gail A. McFall

Lisa A. Wurster  •  Dana Incorporated
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2016 MIAMI VALLEY CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE

The Campaign for Equal Justice 
combines an annual campaign, 
recognition reception, and a social 
event to bring the legal community 
together in support of ABLE, the 
Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers 
Project (GDVLP) and LAWO. All 
contributions to the events and to the 
Campaign for Equal Justice, the Access 
to Justice Awards Gala, and Justice 
on Tap! make a difference in the lives 
of those who need it most by making 
it possible for LAWO, the GDVLP, and 
ABLE to provide free legal assistance to 
low-income and disadvantaged area 
residents living in the Miami Valley.

Dean Lovelace 
Community  
Impact Award

Zakiya Sankara-Jaba
Community Advocacy  
Award

Merle Wilberding 
Lloyd H. O’Hara  
Public Interest  
Law Award

Hon. Mary Wiseman 
Distinguished  
Service Award

Campaign 
Ambassadors
Michael A. Baer

Susan Blasik-Miller 

Jeffrey T. Cox

Robert M. Curry

Scott S. Davies

Edward J. (Ned) Dowd

Barbara A. Duncombe

Caroline H. Gentry

Daniel J. Gentry

Douglas S. Jenks

James W. Kelleher

Channing M. Kordik

Mary E. Lentz

Dennis A. Lieberman

Jane M. Lynch

Campaign for Equal 
Justice 
Co-Chairs
Nathan Croumer

Jeffrey T. Cox

Access to Justice 
Awards Gala 
Co-Chairs
J. Wray Blattner 

Elizabeth H. Blattner

Justice on Tap! 
Co-Chairs
Cassandra Andres Rice

Michael D. Rice

Katherine L. Epling

Jeremy Smith

Development Team
Susan Bockelman

Edward “Ned” Dowd

Ann Keeton

Lindsey C. Posey

Timothy G. Rice

Elizabeth Sandhu

Marie (Penny) Wolff

Mary Mahone

Melissa Pfahler 

Walter Reynolds

Nicholas E. Subashi

Jeffrey A. Swillinger

Jonathan Thompson 

David P. Williamson

Thomas P. Whelley, II

2016 ACCESS TO JUSTICE  
AWARDS RECIPIENTS
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Pillar of Justice 
$15,000+
Thompson Hine LLP

WilmerHale, LLP

Platinum 
$7,500+
PNC Bank

Gold
$5,000+
Bieser Greer & Landis, LLP

Dayton Bar Association 
Foundation

Dayton Children's Hospital

Faruki Ireland Cox 
Rhinehart & Dusing PLL

Silver 
$2,500+
American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers

CareSource

Coolidge Wall Co., L.P.A.

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

Johnson Investment 
Counsel

Porter Wright Morris & 
Arthur and Hubert A. 
& Gladys C. Estabrook 
Charitable Trust

Surdyk Dowd &  
Turner Co. LPA

Taft Stettinius &  
Hollister, LLP

Bronze 
$1,250+
Auman, Mahan & Furry, LPA

Robert M. Curry

Dungan &  
LeFevre Co., L.P.A.

Freund, Freeze & Arnold, LPA 

Scott A. King

Gary J. Leppla

Miller Valentine Group

David & Jane Novick

Mary Ann Poirier Recker

Rogers & Greenberg LLP

Sebaly Shillito + Dyer

University of Dayton

$1,000+
Gary W. Auman

Larry Yee Chan

City of Dayton Police 
Department

Montgomery 
County Board of 
Commissioners

Jeffrey T. Cox

Dayton Heidelberg 
Distributing Co.

First Financial Bank

Greater Dayton Regional 
Transit Authority

Green & Green, Lawyers

Greene County Bar 
Association

Karla Garrett Harshaw

$500+
Michael A. Baer

Susan Blasik-Miller &  
Mag. Arvin Miller

Wray & Elizabeth Blattner

Susan C. Cornett

Catherine Dempsey

Barbara A. Duncombe

Steven J. Elleman

John R. Ferneding

Flanagan, Lieberman, 
Hoffman & Swaim

Hon. Patrick John Foley

Kimberly Gambrel

Daniel J. Gentry

Gottschlich & Portune, LLP

Timothy J. Hackert

D. Jeffrey Ireland

James Investment 
Research, Inc.

Anne P. Keeton

Kendo Dulaney, LLP

Kathryn A. Lamme

Kermit F. Lowery

Hon. William W.  
MacMillan, Jr.

Mike Mobley Reporting

Montgomery County  
Public Defender’s Office 

David A. Neuhardt &  
Sharen Swartz Neuhardt

Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation, Inc.

Upendra Patel

Richard P. Perna & 
Meredith A. Trott

Pickrel Schaeffer &  
Ebeling Co., LPA

Lindsey Posey

Hon. Walter H. Rice &  
Mrs. Bonnie Rice

Timothy G. Rice

Matthew J. Scarr

Edward L. Shank

Beverly F. Shillito

Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.

Susan D. Solle

Joseph R. Tafelski & 
Jennifer Teschner

Congressman Mike Turner

David K. Wehner

Gary J. Weston

Mary F. Whiting

Merle F. Wilberding

$200+

Stephen J. Axtell

Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.

Jenna Lynn Beck

Dawn Bellinger

Marty Beyer

Robert M. Blue

Amy S. Boland

Byron K. Bonar

Roger Bora

Robert J. Brown

James L. Butler Jr.

Richard F. Carlile

Frank P. Catanzariti

Hon. Brooks A. Compton

Christopher R. Conard

Mark A. Conway

Kenneth C. Dahms

Thomas E. DeBrosse

John T. Donnellan

Daryl R. Douple

Edward J. Dowd

James G. Durham &  
Joan Drake Durham

James A. Dyer

Alejandra Espino

Charles J. Faruki

Francesco A. Ferrante

Martin A. Foos

Neil F. Freund

Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich

Caroline H. Gentry

Henny Penny Corporation

Marsh & McLennan 
Agency, LLC

Nita McConnell

Premier Health Partners

Lynn M. Reynolds

Jan Rudd-Goenner

Sheriff Phil Plummer

Subashi & Wildermuth 
Christopher A. &  
Deborah Walker

Robert J. Wehrle-Einhorn 
& Juanita Einhorn

ABLE • LAWO • GDVLP
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Up to $199

Patrick K. Adkinson

Gordon D. Arnold

Janice I. Beers

James E. Beyer

Ava Billimoria

Shannon K. Bockelman

Glenn L. Bower

Susan R. Bridgman

James D. Brookshire

Michael Bruggeman

Diane B. Brunn

Christopher W. Carrigg

Hon. William A. Clark

Christopher F. Cowan

A. Nathan Croumer

Angela Ceccarelli Daniele

Scott S Davies

Nicholas E. Davis, Jr.

Steven J. Davis

Dayton Hispanic Chamber

Philip C. Dreety

Hon. Frederick W. Dressel

Lauren K. Epperley

Gregory M. Ewers

Destry Fallen

Emily Feaver

Victoria A. Fox

Susan & Jonathan Frantz

Stephen V. Freeze

Mag. Joseph S. Gallagher

Charles F. Geidner

William J. McGraw III

Meadowlark Enterprises, Inc.

Kevin C. Mulder

David Nadler

Hon. Timothy N. O'Connell

Susan M. Oiler

Jeffrey Pizza

Terry W. Posey, Jr.

Margaret M. Quinn

Rebeccah C. Raines

Laura Rench

Wilma & Richard Righter

Benjamin J. Schnier

Andrea M. Seielstad

Robert A. Selak

R. Anne Shale

Carl D. Sherrets

Hon. Richard Skelton  
& Alane Leever

Jeremy D. Smith

Paul H. Spaeth &  
Diane Luteran

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Stahler

Tina M. Stodd

Jeffrey A. Swillinger

Richard A. Talda

Thomas P. Whelley, II

Hon. Mary L. Wiseman

John G. Witherspoon, Jr.

Marie (Penny) Wolff &  
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.

Mary Sue Gmeiner

William H. Gum

Vince & Jenny Hausfeld

Jonathan Hawkins

Kelly A. Henrici

Andrea M. Hirtle

Christopher C. Hollon

Nathan E. Holmes

Thomas A. Holton

Kelli R. Howard

Nathan C. Hunt

Connie Isaacs

Elizabeth M. Jackson

Ellis Jacobs

Patrick J. Janis

Thomas E. Jenks

Alexis Johnson

Allan M. Jones

J. Steven Justice

Tabitha D. Justice

Alan M Kappers

James W. Kelleher

Kathleen Kersh

Jamar King

Marjorie A. Kuhns

Marshall G. Lachman

Commissioner Deborah  
A. Lieberman

Theodore D. Lienesch

Life Essentials

Christopher Lupo

Roger Luring

Jennifer L. Maffett-
Nickelman

Sharon Martin-Jones

Stephen M. McHugh

Noreen J. Willhelm &  
Vince McKelvey

Glen R. McMurry

Jeffrey C. Metzcar

Jack L. Neuenschwander

Hon. Michael J. Newman

Victoria L. Nilles

Melissa Pfahler

David P. Pierce

Denise Platfoot-Lacey

Catherine Rauch

David N. Reed

Michael & Cassandra Rice

Roberson Law

Kristina R. Roush

Marybeth W. Rutledge

Edwin L. Ryan, Jr.

Barbara L. Sager

Jessica E. Salisbury-Copper

Elizabeth C. Sandhu

Alan & Beth Schaeffer

Mr. & Mrs. Miles Schmidt

Jade K. Smarda

Donna M. Smith

St. Vincent de Paul Dayton

Lu Ann Stanley

Nicholas E. Subashi

Jeremy M. Tomb

Tracy & Tracy Co., LPA
Campaign4EqualJustice.org30

Hon. Barbara Pugliese 
Gorman

Elizabeth E. Gorman

Gary W. Gottschlich

Robert J. Hadley

Richard P. Hale

Cori R. Haper

Zachary S. Heck

Richard E. Helm III

J. Stephen Herbert

J. Michael Herr

Ralph E. Heyman

Stanley A. Hirtle

Huffman, Landis, Weaks & 
Walters Co. LPA

Matt Joseph

Scott K. Kellogg, D.O., J.D. 
& Linda J. Griffith, M.D.

Micheline M. Kidwell

Thomas A. Knoth

David E. Larson

Mary E. Lentz

Mark P. Levy

Charles W. Mahan

Theo J. Majka, Ph.D.

Mary Jo & John O. Martin

Dianne F. Marx

J. Thomas Maultsby

Michael S. Mayer

Hon. Alice O. McCollum

Mary McDonald

2016 MIAMI VALLEY CAMPAIGN FOR EQUAL JUSTICE
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Up to $75

Cynthia M. Adeyemi

Anonymous

Christie Back

Kelli A. Bartlett

James Bebbington

Melissa Bertolo

Lori M. Bostick

Margaret Bowers

Bradstreet &  
Company CPAs

Shelli Renee Brock

Chanda Brown

Donald & Melinda Burton

Anthony Busch

Hon. Anthony Capizzi

Christopher Cloud

Patrick Andrew Coffey

Robert Cole

Jennifer Cunningham-
Minnick

Matthew Currie

Michael P. Dailey

Rachel Eve G. Davis

Darla J. Demetriades

Karen R. Dillon

Martina M. Dillon

Margaret A. Treese

Mary E. Tyler

Patricia Vince

Dianne Weiskittle

Hon. Jeffrey M. Welbaum

Brian L. Wildermuth

Sarah G. Worley

Andria Dorsten-Ebert

Mark C. Engling

Katherine Epling

Paula Ewers

Billi Ewing

Mark S. Feuer

Sarah E. Fields

Jose Figueroa

Pamela Fisher

David Friedman

Gary L. Froelich

Cindy Fry

T. Scot Ganow

Donna L. Gay

Lance A. Gildner

Alysia A. Goss

Susan S. Gottschalk

John L. Green

Paulette & Jack Grodner

Heather L. Hall

Donald L. Hayashi

Richard F. Heil, Jr.

Walter Chip Herin, III

Dorothy J. Hill

Isaiah Hill

Vivienne Himmell

Laura Hines

Jon D. Holt

Douglas S. Jenks

Lindsay M. Johnson

Nancy E. Jones

Dan Kane

Andrew Kimble

Channing Marie Kordik

ABLE • LAWO • GDVLP

Bradley Krzyston

Debra A. Lavey

Jeffery Lightner

Jessica A. Lordi

Leslie Lovelace

Mary Catherine Mahone

Carla M. Maragano

Michelle Marek

Carolyn Marks

Shannon Martin

Dr. David Mathews &  
Mrs. Mary C. Mathews

Julia Mauk

Arthur L. McGuire

Lisa McIntosh

David L Mikel

Kathleen A. Miller

A good education is the foundation for success. Students with disabilities, like Sasha, 

need barriers removed to ensure this foundation is secure. When Sasha began 

struggling academically and behaviorally in school, her mother knew Sasha 

needed more help than she was receiving. Sasha’s mother reached out to Legal 

Aid. An attorney requested a special education evaluation for Sasha and 

accompanied Sasha’s mother to the reporting and planning meetings. Her 

attorney then worked to obtain the academic and behavior supports 

that Sasha needed. With this help, Sasha’s mother is happy to 

report her daughter is doing well in school.

SASHA’S STORY
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John R. Mohr

Eugenio Mollo, Jr.

John E. Moore, Sr.

Sarvani Prasad Nicolosi

Maria Alejandra Otero

Bryan K. Penick

Timothy G. Pepper

Taylor Policicchio

Robert E. Portune

Stephanie Precht

Chico Pye

Kevin C Quinlan

Jessica Ramos

Debbie Watts Robinson

Linda & Jim Roepken

Krystal Rosa

Susan Rudd

Robert N. Schlemmer

Kelly M. Schroeder

Anwyl Scott

Lynette Searcy

Jeffrey S. Sharkey

Kim Smith

Joyce M. Solis

Alma L. Sove

Ellen M. Stafford

Molly Stitsinger

Elizabeth Carmona Stock

Steven Strain

Robie K. Suggs

Suzanne Sumner

Steven W. Swick

Jonathan J. Thompson

Gregory Arthur Tisone

Louis E. Tracy

TRUIST

Circle of Visionkeepers

Andrew Waldholtz

Joseph Warden

Benjamin Watson

In honor of  
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

James E. Beyer

In memory of  
Harriet B. Washburn

Kelli R. Howard

In memory of  
Hon. Walter A. Porter

Ralph E. Heyman

In memory of  
M. Emelda Dahms

Kenneth C. Dahms

In memory of  
Mona Guerrier

Destry Fallen

In memory of  
Roger Makley

Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.

In memory of  
Stephen R. Quinn

Margaret M. Quinn

In memory of 
 Steve Yuhas

Marybeth W. Rutledge

In memory of  
Austin Wildman

Richard F. Heil, Jr.

In memory of  
J. Gordon Rudd Sr.

Susan Rudd

Jan Rudd-Goenner

In memory of  
Linda Majka

Theo J. Majka, Ph.D.

In memory of  
Peter J. Donahue

Robert J. Brown

In memory of  
Robert K. Corwin, Esq.

Christopher F. Cowan

In memory of 
 Hon. Robert L. Nolan

Hon. Patrick J. Foley

In honor of  
Colette Harrison

Patrick A. Coffey

In honor of  
Elizabeth Sandhu

Vince & Jenny Hausfeld

In honor of 
Erik Goodman

Anwyl Scott

In honor of  
Jeffrey Cox

Michael Bruggeman

In honor of  
Kelly Henrici

Marty Beyer

In honor of  
Michelle Grodner, Esq.

Paulette & Jack Grodner

GIFTS IN MEMORIAM OR HONOR OF

Carol A. Weaver

Tania M. Welch

Thomas James Whalen

William F. Williams

Jane A. Williamson

Lowell T. Woods, Jr.

Kelley A. Young

Hon. Margaret R. Young

Julie E. Zink

Campaign4EqualJustice.org32
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ABLE IMMIGRATION ADVOCACY PROJECT

Thank you to donors who have stepped forward to support ABLE’s Immigration Advocacy Project. Immigrants and refugees have long been a 

part of our communities' social, cultural, and economic fabric. With your support, we are able to directly assist immigrants and refugees who 

face many legal challenges. 

Through the work of the Immigration Advocacy Project, low-income immigrants and refugees are now able to live stable, productive lives, and 

can continue to give back to their communities. Thank you for recognizing this legacy by funding this important project.

William J. Bingle

Matthew M. Black

David J. Coyle

Benjamin Davis

Andria Dorsten Ebert

Maara Adrianne Fink

John F. Hall

Scott Hamner

Holly L. Hillyer

Pam & Paul Hollenbeck

Paul A. & Mary B. Jarrell

Cherrefe A. Kadri

Catherine H. Killam 

Marc S. Levin & Terrell Allen

Linda N. Mansour-Ismail

Hon. Christine E. Mayle

Eugenio Mollo, Jr.

Kevin C. Mulder

Susan Hartman Muska

Diane & Tom Ohns

Erin Peterson

Robert S. Salem &  
Mark M. Mockensturm

Dorian M. Slaybod

Daniel J. Steinbock

E. James Stengle, III

Joseph R. Tafelski &  
Jennifer Teschner

Hon. Norman &  
Connie F. Zemmelman

Yolanda Zepeda

33

Pascal is a 66-year-old man who originally came to the United States as a refugee from 

Burundi. Because of a learning disability made worse by living through Burundi’s ethnic 

warfare, Pascal was unable to learn to read or write in English. As a refugee and then 

a Lawful Permanent Resident, Pascal relied on public benefits, particularly Medicaid, 

to survive. When he was 65, his Medicaid was unlawfully terminated because he 

was not a U.S. citizen. ABLE staff worked with Pascal to file an application for 

naturalization with a disability exception. After two rounds of interviews with 

the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service Field Office, Pascal’s 

application for the exemption was approved. He became a U.S. citizen 

and his benefits were reinstated.

PASCAL’S STORY
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Thank you to all of the pro bono attorneys and supporters for your commitment to making a difference in the lives of thousands 

of low-income residents from northwest and west central Ohio. These individuals have generously donated a significant amount of 

time advocating for children and families, representing victims of domestic violence, and generally providing access to justice to those 

who might otherwise be overlooked. Their efforts change the lives of low-income residents and help ensure that more people can get the 

legal help they need. If you would like to join this list of generous individuals, contact the Private Attorney Involvement Program by visiting 

probono.lawolaw.org or by calling (419) 930-2479.

Dianne Adkinson

James Adray

Jaime Agnew

Aziz Ahmad

Heather Allred

Lisa A. Amend

Kathy Amon

Sarah Anjum

Roman Arce

Michelle Arostegui

Tim Ault

Abbes Awada

Jennifer Babak

Thomas Baggott

Elizabeth R. Bahnsen

Robert Bahret

Joseph E. Balmer

Hannah Barnhorn

Gordon Barry

Claude Bauer

Patti Baumgartner-
Novak

Phillip L. Beard

Jonathon L. Beck

Mary Kate (MK) Bedard

Zachary J. Beutler

Martin A. Beyer

Jason Bichsel

Amber Billmaier

William Bingle

Erik R. Blaine

Amy R. Blair

Bradley Blandin

L. Michael Bly

Shannon Bockelman

Olivia Bogan

Anna Bonarrigo

Jacqueline Boney

Michael R. Booher

John Borell

David Borell

Philip M. Borger

Richard A. Boucher

Successful legal aid programs encourage and implement creative 

and innovative approaches to engage private attorneys in the 

delivery of legal services in order to help serve more clients. 

LAWO has maintained partnerships with pro bono legal services programs, including the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project 

(GDVLP) and the Toledo Bar Association (TBA) Pro Bono Legal Services Program. LAWO is a major funder of the GDVLP and the TBA 

Pro Bono Legal Services programs. Both programs, along with ABLE and LAWO’s pro bono programs, recruit hundreds of lawyers each 

year who help fill the gaps for those thousands of low-income people who would otherwise go unrepresented in legal matters that 

affect their lives and the lives of their families. Our volunteer attorneys spend a significant number of hours advocating for children and 

families, representing victims of domestic violence, and generally providing access to justice to those who might otherwise be overlooked. 

In addition to direct representation of clients, some attorneys and law firms choose to provide time on larger cases that provide for 

meaningful change in the lives of individuals and that result in systemic change in our legal system. 

OUR 2016 PRO BONO PARTNERS 

LAWO PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM
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Fredric Boyk

David D. Brannon

Douglas Brannon

James Brebberman

Robert A. Brenner

Susan Bridgman

Michael Briley

Sam G. Brinker

Leslie Brinning

Jessica Brockman

Jennifer L. Brogan

Branford Brown

Jessica L. Browning

Matthew G. Bruce

Jennifer Brumby

Ryan Brunk

Matthew B. Bryant

Thomas J. Buecker

Robert Bunda

Ronald L. Burdge

Steven Burke

Hal Burke

Justin Burnard

Nicole M. Busey

James L. Butler, Jr.

John R. Butz

James E. Byrd

Robert Cabanski

Thomas Cafferty

David Caldwell

John C. Califf

James L. Caplinger

James E. Carlisle

Julius Carter

Angela Carter

William O. Cass

Mary Beth Caudill

Joseph Center

Omar Chaudhary

Elizabeth M. Chinault

Byron Choka

A. Thomas Christensen

Jennifer Ciszewski

E. Sharon Clark

Joseph Clarke

John M. Cloud

Kristina M. Coen

Valerie L. Colbert

David Cole

Alicia Coleman

Brooks A Compton

George Conklin

Kevin J. Conner

Misty M. Connors

W. Michael Conway

Janet K. Cooper

Clayton J. Crates

Ana E. Crawford

Thomas P. Croskey

F. A. Crossman

Sarah Cunningham

Kristina Curry

Robert Curry

Linda J. Cushman

Douglas A. Daley

Michael Dansack

Scott S. Davies

Mark E. Davis

Steven J. Davis

Joseph Dawson

Matt Dearden

Lindsey Deck

Katherine Decker

Meredith Decker

Joyce M. Deitering

Jennifer Delaplane

Richard Delzeith

Kent Depoorter

Matthew D. DiCicco

Kim Dickens

Zack Dickerson

Karen R. Dillon

Martina Dillon

Ryan Divine

Cassandra Dohar

John R. Doll

Kevin Donahoe

Brandi Doniere

Renisa Dorner

Thomas Douglas

Daryl R. Douple

Joan Drew

Trisha M. Duff

Melissa Duke Jones

Aaron G. Durden

David M. Duwel

Deborah Edwards

Jamie Elsman

Nicholas Endsley

Mark Engling

Lawrence English

J. Randall Engwert

Donna Engwert-Loyd

Lauren Epperley

Matt Erkkinen

Lorena Esparza

Kim C. Estess

Terence L. Fague

Rebecca L. Fahim

Lee C. Falke

Valerie Fatica

Jonathan E. Faulkner

Brittany Fausey

Roberta S. Fay

Twila Ferguson

Chris Finkler

Theodore O. Finnarn

Meagan Fitzgerald

Robert B. Fitzgerald

Christina Flanagan

Marc L. Fleischauer

James P. Fleisher

Melvin Fletcher

Abbey Flynn

Melan Forcht

Scott Forsman

Matthew Franklin

Robert B. Franz

Anne M. Frayne

Bruce C. French

Keith A. Fricker

Patricia J. Friesinger

Jacob Frizado

Gary L. Froelich

Gary Gall

Joanna V. Garick

Rory E. Garrity

Steven J. Geise

Rebecca Gentry

Jeff George

Emily Gerber

Jennifer S. Getty

Helen Geyer

James Gibb

Hannah Glenn

Stuart Goldberg

Thomas Goodwin

Arnold Gottlieb

Dalma Grandjean

Jennifer R. Grewe

Tara M. Griffith

C. Drew Griffith

Toby Grytafey

Robert L. Guehl

Gerald E. Gunnoe

Nicole Hadley

Philip E. Haffenden

Tom Hahn

Paul D. Hancock

Seneca Harden

Sean H. Harmon

Jennifer H. Harrison

James Hart

Ava Harter

Donald Harves

Jonathan S. Hawkins

Summer D. Hawks

Patricia Hayden-Kurt

Jill Hayes

Heath H. Hegemann

James K. Hemenway

Ronald Henderson

Elizabeth J. Henley

Andrea Henning

Fred Henning

Kelly A. Henrici

R. Mark Henry

Kevin Henry

Curtis A. Henschen

Chip Herin, III

Lisa A. Hesse

John P. Hilgeman

Patricia L. Hill

Nicole R Hodge

Julie Hoffman

Martin Holmes

Jon D. Holt

Jessica L. Holton

Marissa Homrighouse

Catherine Hoolahan

Gary Horn

John C. Huffman

Kathleen M. Hughes

Tonya J. Hunter

Dustin R. Hurley

Kenneth J. Ignozzi

Pat Intagliata

John Intagliata

Thomas J. Intili

Francisco A. Irizarry

James Irmen

Anne M. Izzi

David S. Jablinski

James L. Jacobson
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Mandy A. Jamison

Christopher F. Johnson

Lindsay M. Johnson

D. Lee Johnson

Katherine Jones

Michael Jones

Stewart Jones

John Juergens

Cherrefe Kadri

Tarik Kadri

Mindy Kairis

Richard Karcher

Mhmad Kassem

James W. Kelleher

Laurel Kendall

Andrew Kimble

William Kimmelman

Jamar King

Virginia M. King

Bradley King

Cindy Kirby

Alan Kirshner

John Kissh, Jr.

Stephen E. Klein

Thomas A. Knoth

Russel Knowles

Richard Koehn

Anthony E. Kohler

Julia Kolber

Paul Kraus

Joseph C. Krella

Kenneth J. Krochmal

Adam H. Krumholz

Carl Kuhnle

Brooke A. Kuhns

Katie Kuntz

Patricia Kurt

Barbara A. Lahmann

David E. Larson

Sarah Laws

David L. Layman

Meg M. Lennen

Dr. Hilary Lerman

John Lewandowski

Paul Lewandowski

Scott A. Liberman

Nicolas Linares

Gregory K. Lind

John Lindsay

Bradley Link

Kay Locke

Robert E. Long, III

Jose M. Lopez

Justin M. Lopez

Kermit F. Lowery

Roger Luring

Brian Lusardi

L. Anthony Lush

Christopher D. Lyttle

Michelle Maciorowski

John Madigan

Jennifer Maffett

Leah Maguire

Charles W. Mahan

Mary Mahone

Martin L. Malloy

Richard Malone

Barry W. Mancz

Thomas J. Manning

Pamela Manning

Jennifer E. Marietta

Rebecca Mark

David Martin

David L. Martin

Denise Martin

Dianne F. Marx

Patrick Matheny

Joseph P. Mattera

Craig T. Matthews

Jason P. Matthews

Catherine McCarthy

Susan McClay

Patricia McCormick

Michael McGowan

Jennifer McHugh

Glen R. McMurry

Frank Meder

Greg V. Melvin

Adam R. Mesaros

Gregory E. Meyers

Leah O. Michael

Dominique Michel

David L. Mikel

Karen S. Miller

Kevin J. Miller

Margaret Miller

Michael B. Miller

William F. Miller

Andrew Miller

John Miller

Stephen A. Moberg

Mark Mockensturm

Joseph Mondock

Curtis G. Moore

Jenifer L. Moore

Angela Moore

Mary Beth Moran

Ruth A. Moreland

Jennifer Morris

Adam Motycka

Brian A. Muenchenbach

Celine Muir

John Musto

Nicholas W. Myles

Nancy A. Nash

Gabrielle R. Neal

Barbara Nearing

Carter Neff

Katie Nelson

Anthony Nicholson

Lisa Nicolosi

Kevin A. Nilsson

Drew Nitschke

Catherine Noble

James Nooney

Alyssa Norman

Karen Novak

Jane P. Novick

Wayne P. Novick

James Nowak

Rebecca Nowak

Chad Noward

Cristy Oakes

Janet S. Oberlin

Kevin O’Connor

Bev Oltmann

Melissa M. Oostmeyer

Joesph Orlando

Patrick O’Shaughnessy

Elizabeth H. Otis

Christopher Owen

Beth A. Owens

Christopher Parker

Timothy G. Pepper

Lisa Pizza

Kenneth R. Pohlman

John D. Poley

John Polofka

Milton Pommeranz

Terry Posey

Matthew D. Powers

Kevin C. Quinlan

Margaret Quinn

Brent E. Rambo

Brenda Ray

Gregory S. Reichenbach

Melanie L. Reitz

Melissa Replogle

Lynn Reynolds

Kollin Rice

David M. Rickert

Kent Riesen

Martha Riewaldt

H. Pete Rife

Joan Rife

Enrique Rivera-Cerezo

Nancy A. Roberson

Gregory Robinette

Eugene Robinson

Tonya Robinson

Paul B. Roderer

Sara Roller

Bridgett Root

Jon Rosemeyer

Robert D. Ross

Meghan Roth

Lara Rump

Kenneth G. Rush

Nida Salahuddin-Mohler

Robert Salem

Jessica E. Salisbury

Emily Samlow

Elizabeth Sandhu

Lisa A. Sandner

Michael W. Sandner

Scott Saum

Gary C. Schaengold

Stephen Scharf

Yosef Schiff

John Schlageter

Benjamin Schnier

Jane E. Schreyer

Kelly M. Schroeder

Donald G. Schweller

Michael Scott

Steven C. Scudder

Daniel Sczesny

Peter Seiley

Carol Seitz

LAWO PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAM

probono.lawolaw.org36



37

In 2011, Phil retired from Marathon Petroleum Company where he served as general counsel and participated in 

the company’s pro bono program with LAWO. “I maintain an active license so that I am able to continue to 

do pro bono work,” he says. Phil is compelled by his ethical and personal beliefs to assist others. “There are 

people who cannot afford legal services who desperately need help.” Since his retirement, Phil has provided 

pro bono services through the LAWO Pro Bono LiveChat Project, a unique opportunity for attorneys to 

expand their potential for volunteer work without a large time commitment. Pro Bono attorneys assist in 

providing “chat-based” counsel and advice in civil legal matters to eligible low-income clients via web-

based technology. The project leverages existing online communication tools and matches low-income 

persons with pro bono attorneys based on availability and expertise. “Since my retirement, I have been able 

to continue helping clients in need from my home through the LiveChat project. The training is short and 

simple and provides for CLE credit. Legal Aid makes it easy and provides technical and legal support.”

MEET PRO BONO ATTORNEY PHIL HAFFENDEN

Omar Shaaban

R. Anne Shale

Anne Shank

Mervin Sharfman

Anu P. Sharma

Carl D. Sherrets

Melissa R. Sherrick

Jessica M. Shively

Serah E. Siemann

Kyle Silvers

Jeffrey M. Silverstein

Rebekah S. Sinnott

Mark Skeldon

Sarah Skow

Sheldon Slaybod

Charles W. Slicer

Christina Smaldone

Jeremy Smith

Brian Smith

Mary Smith

Steven Smith

Joseph Snyder

Jacquelyn Snyder

Carol Sobczak

Thomas Sobecki

Robert Solt

Matthew Sorg

Alma Sove

Keithley Sparrow

Eli T. Sperry

Joseph W. Stadnicar

Eric A. Stamps

James Staton

Jean M. Steigerwald

Chris Steiner

Vanessa Stephan

Alissa Sterling

Stacey L. Stiriz

Matthew D. Stokely

Denise M. Stollings

Mark E. Stone

John Straub

Ann Studer

Peggy Sturgeon

James Sulewski

Thomas Sullivan

James Swearingen

Audrey Sweeney

Janese Sweeny

Stephen Szuch

Amy Tavidian

James A. Tesno

Kimberly Thomas

Carla Thomen

Lester R. Thompson

Thomas Timmers

Gregory Tisone

Michael Todak

Kelly Tomlinson

Robyn Traywick

Jason Treherne

Bryan Tschanz

Robert C. Tucker

Karl Ulrich

Peter R. Van Arsdel

Jason M. Van Dam

Philip Varner

Michael Vassar

Kelli R. Vaughn

Navay M. Vaughn

D. Andrew Venters

Alec Vogelpohl

Jared Wagner

Megan Wagner

Robin L. Warling

Melinda Warthman

Cheryl R. Washington

Mark D. Webb

Julia Webb

Adam R. Webber

Rudy D. Wehner

Margaret Weisenburger

John Wenzlick

Ellen C. Weprin

James I. Weprin

Cynthia L. Westwood

John Wetli

Thomas Whalen

Blanca Wheeler

Breanne M. Whelan

Thomas P. Whelley

Betty White

James White

Patricia White-Farkes

Brian M. Wiggins

Merle F. Wilberding

Lucas Wilder

Brian L. Wildermuth

Elizabeth Wilfong

Douglas Wilkins

Jane Williamson

Lanita L. Williamson

John Wilmore

LaTanya Wilson

Brian Wisecup

Martin Witherell

Misty Wood

Laura M. Woodruff

Cynthia Zalewski

Andrew J. Zeigler

Joe Zeis

Paul Zimmer

Michael Zychowicz
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President
Patricia A. Wise
Attorney at Law
Niehaus, Wise & Kalas, LTD
Toledo 

Vice-President
Robert M. Curry
Attorney at Law
Thompson Hine LLP
Dayton

Vice-President
Carmen Beltran
Client Representative
Bowling Green

Secretary
Shunta Weatherspoon
Client Representative
Centerville 

Treasurer
Barry F. Luse
Senior Vice President  

and Trust Officer
Croghan Colonial Bank
Fremont

Khadijah H. Ali
Client Representative
Kettering

Lenora Barry
Community Representative
Toledo

Joyce Clarke*
Client Representative
Dayton

Sylvia J. Cook*
Client Representative
Dayton

Scott S. Davies
Attorney at Law
Sebally, Shillito & Dyer
Dayton

Twila R. Ferguson**
Attorney at Law
Lucas County Dept. of  

Job & Family Services
Toledo

Hazel Foley
Client Representative
Sandusky

Ethel Washington Harris**
Community Representative
Dayton

Colette M. Harrison
Client Representative
Dayton

Tonya J. Hunter
Attorney at Law
Marathon Petroleum Corp.
Findlay 

Tera Johnson
Client Representative
Toledo 

Anthony E. Kohler**
Attorney at Law
Kohler Legal Services, LLC
Springfield

Leslie Murray
Attorney at Law
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Sandusky

Natasha Newberry
Asst. Prosecuting Attorney
Montgomery County 

Prosecutor’s Office
Dayton 

Jane Novick
Attorney at Law
Law Office of  

Jane Novick, LLC
Dayton

Victor H. Perez
Attorney at Law
Tiffin

Theresa A. Ramirez**
Client Representative
Lima

Bonnie Beaman Rice*
Attorney at Law
Vandalia 

Emily C. Samlow*
Attorney at Law
Sixth District Court  

of Appeals
Bowling Green

Thomas J. Schaffer
Attorney at Law
Gallon Takacs Boissoneault  

& Schaffer Co., LPA
Toledo

Sarah K. Skow
Attorney at Law
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
Toledo 

Susan D. Solle
Attorney at Law
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Dayton 

Robert V. Sterling
Attorney at Law
Weber & Sterling LLC
Maumee 

Denise M. Stollings**
Attorney at Law
Law Office of  

Denise M. Stollings
Bryan

Pamela Sullivan
Client Representative
Toledo 

J. Michael Vassar
Attorney at Law
Toledo, OH 

Katherine A. Watson
Client Representative
Toledo

Diane Welborn*
Joint Office of  

Citizen Complaints
Dayton 

Rebecca West-Estell*
Attorney at Law
City of Toledo  

Prosecutor’s Office
Toledo

Molly K. Williams**
Client Representative
Yellow Springs

Mechelle Zarou
Attorney at Law
Shumaker, Loop &  

Kendrick, LLP
Toledo

Emeritus
John F. Hall
Attorney at Law 
Perrysburg

Emeritus
Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney at Law 
Marshall & Melhorn LLC
Toledo

Emeritus
James Stahler
Retired Social Worker
Plano, Texas

*2016 ONLY | **2017 ONLY

ABLE AND LAWO BOARDS OF TRUSTEES
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2016 ABLE AND LAWO STAFF

 

Richard Alston

Tim Barker

Jennifer Behnfeldt

Janet Boswell

Margaret Bowers

Juanita Brittian

Emily Brown

Aneel Chablani

Robert Cole

Sabrina Crabtree

Matthew Currie

Rachel Eve Davis

Crecia Decker

Andria Dorsten-Ebert

Alejandra Espino

Kara Ford

Denise Ford Saxon

Karla Garrett Harshaw

Juanita Gonzalez

Heather Hall

Mark Heller

Carl Anderson

Wendy Avina

Kelli Bartlett

Sandra Bashore

Kaser Bhatti

Kimberly S. Bogedain-Tiley

Byron Bonar

Laura Breyman

Marcia Briggs

Chanda Brown

B. Janelle Butler Phifer

Donna Canino

Frank Catanzariti

Robert Comes

Kathryn A. Dempsey

Katherine Erford

Lucinda Fry

Rosa Garcia

Patricia Geraghty

Patricia Hernandez

Scott Herr

Dorothy Hill

Holly Hillyer

Stanley Hirtle

Monica Hoskins

Elizabeth Jackson

Ellis Jacobs

Kathleen Kersh

Debra Lavey

Tanya Likens

Mariella Machen

Albert Maginley

Lisa Mcintosh

Estela Melendez

Eugenio Mollo, Jr.

Tina Nordyke

Arturo Ortiz

Maria Otero

Upendra Patel

Stacey Premo

Ann Pulford

Jessica Ramos

Patricia J. Robb

Jesus Salas

Bryan Schermerhorn

Lynette Searcy

Laurie Shasteen

Jeffrey Simmons

Rebecca Steinhauser

Christopher Stieben

Joseph Tafelski

George Thomas

Jose J. Trujillo

Carmen Vega-Perez

Joseph Warden

Jennifer Wedge

Alisé Wilson

Karen Wu

Maria Zapiecki

Elizabeth Gorman

Toby Grytafey

Pamela Hayman-Weaner

Zachary Hillyer

Debra Jennings

Jeanne D. Johns

John Keenehan

Melissa LaRocco

Lisa Leis

Mark Lindberg

Ann Maciejewski

Lisa Mantel 

Maria Irma Martinez

Veronica Martinez

Olivia Mata

Mark Mogavero

Kevin Mulder

Nancy Nava-Wade

Ean Nelson

Sarvani Nicolosi

Marsha Olivarez

Cathie Patterson

Gail M. Purdie

Kristina Roush

Sally Rumbaugh

Sally Salazar

Ellen Stafford

Mercedes Thompson

Julita Varner

Patricia Vince

Laura Vogtsberger  
de Rivera

Lucinda Weller

Gary Weston

Fairie Woods

Denise Zanni

Lisa Zapata
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University of Dayton School of Law

Bowling Green State University

Volunteers play a vital role at LAWO and ABLE, providing civil legal assistance and support in all areas of advocacy. All volunteers benefit 

from hands-on experiences and training, as well as professional support and feedback.

VOLUNTEERS

Kathy Berry

Marie Blake

LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

ADMINISTRATIVE VOLUNTEERS

PARALEGALS AND INTERNS

Larry DeHoff

Sara Yaklin

University of Kentucky College of Law

University of Toledo

Scott Bobbitt

Tyler Cope

Bret Knickerbocker

Erin Brady

Alexandra Carter

David Fine

Anna Crisp

Northern Kentucky University  
Chase College of Law

Ohio Northern University  
Claude W. Pettit College of Law

University of Toledo College of Law

Nicole Xique

Eden Atkins

Kalisa Davis

Morgan Kinyon

Paul DeCorte

Zach Dusza

Shari Hampton
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2016 CLASS OF ELC MEMBERS

NORTHWEST OHIO EMERGING LEADERS COUNCIL

The Emerging Leaders Council (ELC) is a group of attorneys who are the next generation of leaders in the northwest Ohio legal 

community. The ELC was created to support the work and mission of ABLE and LAWO through professional development, pro bono 

participation, and other ways that will raise awareness.

Co-chairs

Dorian Slaybod

Robert Tucker

Wendy Aviña

Adam Borgman

Brandi Doniere

Gretchen Esselstein

Heather Hall

Scot Hinshaw

Melissa LaRocco

Siccorah Martin

Andrew Mayle

Andrew Miller

Colleen Neary

Stephen Nitschke

Julie Shope

Sarah Skow

Karl Strauss

Jason Van Dam

Kirsten Winek

41
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The Development Advisory Council is composed of professional, legal, business, and philanthropic leaders dedicated to promoting the 

mission and vision of LAWO and ABLE. The Council’s mission is to assist the staff in securing individual and corporate gifts, trusts, and 

bequests to sustain our programs, and to serve as a resource by providing suggestions and advice on programs and activities. Members 

of the Development Advisory Council provide leadership for a united effort to ensure ABLE and LAWO’s reputations as one of the nation’s 

foremost legal aid firms.

NORTHWEST OHIO DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

Chair

Christine E. Mayle

D. Benjamin Barros

Paul Belazis

Jenifer A. Belt

Matthew Black

Pamela Borgess

James Brazeau

Stephen P. Collier

Cary R. Cooper

David Coyle

Jennifer J. Dawson

Scott Hamner

Joe Heckendorn

Paul Hollenbeck

Reginald Jackson

Mary B. Lynch Jarrell

Marc Levin

Margaret Lockhart

Thomas McCarter

Gregory Meyers

Fr. Charles Ritter

Meghan Anderson Roth

Robert S. Salem

Thomas J. Schaffer

John Siciliano

Sarah K. Skow

Access to justice helps people become self-reliant. Lilah took control and protected her family 

from homelessness with the help of the legal counsel she received from LAWO. Lilah’s new 

landlord was a Limited Liability Company (LLC) who wanted to evict the single mother and 

her young child from their home of three years. Lilah contacted LAWO and was provided 

with legal counsel to help her handle the unwarranted eviction. After hearing the facts 

of the case and reviewing court and auditor records, her attorney informed Lilah 

that since the property was owned by a LLC, the company must be represented 

by an attorney in a legal action. Lilah’s landlord, however, had filed the eviction 

without an attorney. This became Lilah’s defense to the eviction action, and 

she was able to get the case dismissed as a result. Supported by the legal 

advice she received from her LAWO attorney, Lilah achieved success 

and security for her family.

 LILAH’S STORY
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Dorian Slaybod

Mary Sobecki

E. James Stengle

Aly Sterling

Bob Sterling

Robert Tucker

Patricia Wise
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2016 FUNDING SOURCES

LAWO and ABLE’s client services are supported by public and private funding. Listed are the names of the funders and the programs they 

supported in 2016. 

ABLE & LAWO JOINT FUNDING SOURCES

Anderson Foundation

Support for legal services for Basic Needs Assistance.

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc.

Legal assistance to senior citizens in 10 counties of LAWO and 

ABLE’s service area. Also supports ABLE’s Regional Long-Term 

Care Ombudsman Program.

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council—Second Chance Act

Support for legal assistance to adults and juveniles reentering 

society following incarceration.

Dana Foundation

Support for legal services for Basic Needs Assistance.

Dayton Legal Heritage Foundation

Support for the Education Success Advocacy Project.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation

Support of ABLE and LAWO area-wide services, the ABLE 

Agricultural Worker and Immigrant Rights Practice Group, the 

ABLE Equal Justice Works Fellowship, the ABLE Equal Justice 

Works AmeriCorps Fellows, advocacy for children and veterans, 

and other projects.

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children, 

including low-income residents of Montgomery, Greene, and 

Preble Counties.
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Board of Lucas County Commissioners 

Support for immigration services.

City of Dayton

Support for immigration services.

Consulate of Mexico—Detroit

Legal assistance to Mexican nationals referred by the Consulate.

Consulate of Mexico—Indianapolis

Legal assistance to Mexican nationals referred by the Consulate.

Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Charitable Service Trust

Support for veteran services.

Dayton Children’s Hospital

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children. 

Dayton Foundation

Support for immigration services.

Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for 

Children and Families, Office of Refugee Resettlement

Support to provide immigration services to survivors of torture.

Department of Labor—Toledo Goodwill Industries

Support for Re-Entry services.

ABLE FUNDING SOURCES

Equal Justice Works

Support for Attorney Fellows working in the areas of veterans and 

immigrant children.

Five Rivers Health Centers

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children. 

France Stone Foundation

Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Iddings Foundation

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Immigration Legal Assistance Program

Support for immigration services.

Mathile Family Foundation

Support for the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Mental Health & Recovery Services 

Board of Lucas County

Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the mental health system.

2016 FUNDING SOURCES
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Clement O. Miniger Foundation

Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Montgomery County Human Services Levy

Support for immigration services.

Northwest Ohio Community Shares 

Operating support through workplace giving.

Ohio Attorney General

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding to provide services to 

crime victims residing in nursing homes in northwest Ohio.

Ohio Department of Aging

Support for the MyCare Ohio and State Long-Term Care 

Ombudsman Programs.

PNC Foundation

Support for foreclosure work in Dayton. 

ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital Foundation

Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Retirement Research Foundation

Support for services to the elderly.

Reynolds & Reynolds Associate Foundation

Support of the Dayton Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Skadden Fellowship Foundation

Support for an Attorney Fellow working in the area of 

immigration services.

The Stranahan Foundation 

Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

Toledo Community Foundation 

Support for mapping incidents of childhood asthma and for 

immigration services.

Toledo Community Foundation— 

Stranahan Supporting Organization

Support of the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for Children.

United Way of Greater Toledo

Support for the Toledo Medical-Legal Partnership for 

Children and for immigration services. 



46

Area Agency on Aging, PSA2

Legal assistance for seniors in Champaign, Clark, Darke, 

Greene, Logan, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby 

Counties. 

Area Agency on Aging, PSA3 

Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, Auglaize, 

Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, and Van Wert Counties.

Area Agency on Aging—Ohio District 5

Legal assistance to seniors in Ashland, Crawford, Huron, 

Richland, Seneca, and Wyandot counties.

LAWO FUNDING SOURCES

City of Toledo, Department of Neighborhoods 

Federal Community Development Block Grant funds 

supporting legal assistance in housing matters for low-

income City of Toledo residents.

Findlay/Hancock County Bar Association

Support for the LAWO Findlay office and for legal 

assistance to residents of Findlay and Hancock County.

Internal Revenue Service 

Funding for Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) to assist 

people with controversies on federal income tax matters.

Legal Services Corporation 

Support of LAWO area-wide services and support for 

technology projects.

Lucas County Department of Job and Family Services 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and 

Title XX funding for legal assistance to low-income 

individuals and families.

2016 FUNDING SOURCES

46 lawolaw.org
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Jackie, a forty-year-old mother of two young children, came to the LAWO offices 

located in the Lucas County Department of Jobs and Family Services for help 

when her wages were being garnished for an old debt she had incurred when 

she was younger. Because her family received food assistance, Jackie was 

eligible for LAWO services. Her attorney reviewed her case and found 

that Jackie’s wages were being improperly garnished. As a result, her 

LAWO attorney was successful in negotiating the return of more than 

$3,000 in garnished funds to Jackie. Jackie is working with LAWO 

to review what her options are in preventing any future wage 

garnishments. 

 JACKIE’S STORY
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Miami County Department of Job and Family Services 

Support for legal assistance to residents eligible for County 

assistance.

Montgomery County Human Services Levy

Support for legal assistance to frail elderly individuals in 

Montgomery County.

Ohio Attorney General

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding to provide legal assistance 

to domestic violence survivors.

Ohio Benefit Bank

Support for the Mobile Benefit Bank Project in Lucas and Wood 

counties.

Sandusky Municipal Court 

Support for legal assistance to Sandusky residents. 
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Springfield Foundation

Support for legal services to low-income Clark County residents.

Toledo Municipal Court, City of Toledo 

Support for the Civil Legal Assistance Services Project (CLAS) 

to provide on-site legal assistance to individuals with housing 

and consumer cases.

United States Department of Justice

Legal Assistance for Victims Project to provide legal assistance 

to domestic violence survivors.

United Way of Defiance County

Legal assistance to low-income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County

Legal assistance to low-income residents of Fulton County.

United Way of Greater Dayton

Legal assistance to low-income residents of Montgomery, 

Greene, and Preble Counties.

United Way of Greater Toledo

Legal assistance to low-income residents of Lucas, Wood, and 

Ottawa Counties.

United Way of Williams County

Legal assistance to low-income residents of Williams County.

Women’s Giving Circle of Defiance County

Legal assistance to victims of human trafficking.

2016 FUNDING SOURCES



Civil legal aid is critical to fulfilling our nation’s promise of 

justice for all. ABLE and LAWO serve people of all backgrounds 

and ages, including the most vulnerable who face the toughest 

civil legal challenges: children, veterans, seniors, people with 

disabilities, and survivors of domestic violence. As the primary 

providers of free legal services for low-income people in our 

service area, our work is to ensure that no individual or family 

in our community is deprived of access to professional legal 

assistance solely because of an inability to pay.

Those who come to us for help are in crisis, with most facing 

financial emergencies and struggling to meet life’s basic needs. 

The numbers of people living in poverty is staggering—48 percent 

of the U.S. population is considered poor or low-income.  

That is one in every two people.

Behind the numbers are real people—our friends and 

neighbors—who deserve the chance to achieve genuine and 

lasting improvement in their quality of life. The pressures 

of poverty, including housing and medical costs, inadequate 

government safety net programs, and poor educational 

opportunities, are what bring people to the breaking point. 

Our advocates help navigate the justice system for those who 

do not understand how to do it for themselves, or who cannot 

afford a private attorney. We are dedicated to empowering 

people to rebuild their lives and become independent and 

self-sufficient. Our work combines community outreach, 

education, litigation, and legislative advocacy—all aimed at 

making a real difference in the lives of our clients and our 

communities. 



LEGAL AID OF WESTERN OHIO, INC.
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 400 | Toledo, Ohio 43604

OFFICES IN: Dayton, Defiance, Findlay, Lima, Sandusky, Springfield, and Toledo

(419) 724-0030 | (877) 894-4599 Toll-free

ADVOCATES FOR BASIC LEGAL EQUALITY, INC.
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 300 | Toledo, Ohio 43604

OFFICES IN: Dayton, Defiance, and Toledo

(419) 255-0814 | (800) 837-0814 Toll-free
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2016 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

READ HOW LEGAL 
AID HELPED LEEANN 
NAVIGATE THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM  
ON PAGE 5.


